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ARMED  FORCES 


OUTLINE  FOR  INDOCTRINATION  LECTURE  ON  USSR  AS  SOCIALIST  NATIONAL  STATE 

Moscow  KOMMUNIST  VOORUZHENNYKH  SIL  in  Russian  No  24,  Dec  82  (signed  to  press 
3  Dec  82)  pp  76-82 

[Article  by  Capt  3d  Rank  G.  Dorozh^  candidate  of  historical  sciences:  "The  USSR — 
A  Socialist  National  State" 1] 

[Text]  The  subject  presented  here  is  the  second  from  that  section  of  the  training 
plan  "Our  Goal  Is  Communism."  The  study  of  this  subject  will  help  the  fighting 
men  to  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  our  state's  role  in  the  building  of  a  com¬ 
munist  society  and  in  the  defense  of  the  Soviet  people's  socialist  conquests.  The 
class  is  designed  to  further  develop  in  the  students  a  fervent  sense  of  patriotism 
and  proletarian,  socialist  internationalism,  a  sense  of  pride  in  their  homeland 
and  a  readiness  to  firmly  and  consistently  protect  its  interests  in  the  face  of 
drastically  increased  aggressiveness  on  the  part  of  imperialism,  primarily,  the 
United  States. 

A  total  of  8  hours  is  allocated  for  the  study  of  this  subject.  It  is  best  to 
break  this  time  down  in  the  following  manner:  2  hours  for  lecturing  (or  narra¬ 
tion)  ,  2  hours  for  self-preparation  and  4  hours  for  a  seminar  (or  discussion) . 

The  following  topics  should  be  covered  in  the  lecture  (or  narration):  1.  The 
Soviet  Union — a  nation  of  true  power  of  the  people;  2.  The  main  tasks  and 
functions  of  the  socialist  national  state;  3.  Defense  of  the  socialist  homeland — 
an  objective  historical  need. 

The  instructor  should  point  out  in  a  brief  introduction  that  the  new,  socialist 
state,  born  of  October,  is  the  main  tool  for  the  building  of  socialism  and  com¬ 
munism  and  for  protecting  the  Soviet  people's  revolutionary  conquests  against 
imperialism's  aggressive  intrigues.  Our  united  multinational  state  joins  together 
the  nation's  entire  population,  serves  as  the  upholder  and  mouthpiece  of  national 
sovereignty  and  possesses  essential  authority  and  the  proper  control  system. 
Holding  the  main  means  of  production  in  the  name  of  the  people,  it  carries  out 
its  management  activities  solely  in  the  interest  of  improving  the  workers'  stan¬ 
dard  of  living.  Under  Communist  Party  leadership  the  socialist  national  state 
focuses  its  efforts  upon  the  achievement  of  that  highest  goal — the  building  of  a 
classless  communist  society* 

TT  Material  for  political  classes  on  the  subject  "The  Soviet  National  State — 

The  Main  Instrument  for  Building  Communism  and  for  Its  Armed  Defense." 
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Decisions  coming  out  of  the  November  1982  Plenum  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee 
and  Seventh  Session  of  the  USSR  Supreme  Soviet,  10th  convocation,  were  a  brilliant 
demonstration  of  the  tireless  concern  exhibited  by  the  CPSU  and  the  Soviet  Govern¬ 
ment  for  strengthening  the  nation’s  economic  and  defense  capability  and  improving 
the  people’s  welfare.  The  plenum  expresses  its  firm  conviction  that  the  kolkhoz 
and  other  workers,  the  intelligentsia,  all  the  working  people  of  our  multinational 
socialist  homeland,  rally  closely  round  the  Communist  Party,  will  greet  the  60th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  USSR  in  a  fitting  manner,  commemorate  the  year 
1983  with  new  achievements  in  economic  and  cultural  development  and  assure  the 
nation’s  continued  successful  advance  along  the  Leninist  path  toward  communism. 

The  homeland’s  armed  defenders  approve  and  support  the  foreign  and  domestic  poli¬ 
cies  of  the  USSR  and  the  Soviet  State  and  are  continuing  tirelessly  to  strengthen 
its  defense  capability,  maintaining  a  high  level  of  revolutionary  vigilance  in  the 
situation  of  an  international  situation  drastically  exacerbated  through  the  fault 
of  imperialism,  and  persistently  enhancing  the  combat  readiness  of  the  subunits, 
units  and  ships. 

1.  The  Soviet  Union — A  Nation  of  True  Power  of  the  People 

As  he  begins  presenting  the  first  topic  the  instructor  should  point  out  that  the 
Great  October  Socialist  Revolution  occurred  on  25  October  (7  November)  1917. 

Russia’s  popular  masses,  led  by  the  working  class  and  directed  by  the  Bolshevik 
party,  overturned  the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  landowners  and  established  a 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  in  the  nation.  V.  I.  Lenin  considered  this  dicta¬ 
torship  to  be  a  special  form  of  class  alliance  of  the  proletariat,  the  vanguard  of 
the  workers  and  numerous  nonproletarian  groups  of  workers  (the  petty  bourgeois, 
petty  proprietors,  the  peasantry,  the  intelligentsia  and  so  forth),  or  most  of  them, 
an  alliance  against  capital,  an  alliance  formed  for  purposes  of  completely  over¬ 
throwing  capital  and  totally  suppressing  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  bourgeoisie 
and  attempts  to  restore  itself,  an  alliance  formed  for  purposes  of  ultimately 
creating  and  consolidating  socialism  ("Poln.  sobr.  soch.”  [Complete  Collected 
Works],  Vol  38,  p  377). 

The  main  element  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  as  the  leader  and  founder 
of  our  party  and  state  pointed  out,  is  not  force,  but  aware  action  to  build  a 
socialist  society.  V.  I.  Lenin  repeatedly  focused  attention  upon  the  transient 
nature  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  and  upon  the  inevitability  of  its 
transformation  into  rule  by  all  the  people.  Time  has  totally  confirmed  this  pre¬ 
diction  of  Lenin’s.  Upon  bringing  about  the  complete  and  final  victory  of  social¬ 
ism  and  the  Soviet  society’s  transition  to  the  large-scale  building  of  communism, 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  had  fulfilled  its  historic  mission  and  from 
the  standpoint  of  internal  development,  had  ceased  to  be  necessary  in  the  USSR. 

Our  party’s  program  points  out  that  the  state  which  arose  as  a  state  of  the  dicta¬ 
torship  of  the  proletariat  has  in  the  new  and  modern  phase  become  a  national  state, 
an  organ  expressing  the  interests  and  the  will  of  all  the  people. 

The  national  socialist  state  constitutes  a  higher  level  in  the  development  of  the 
Soviet  statehood.  As  the  Constitution  of  the  USSR  states  it  expresses  the  will 
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and  the  interests  of  the  workers,  the  peasantry  and  the  intelligentsia,  of  the 
working  people  of  all  the  country Ts  nations  and  nationalities.  It  should  be 
explained  to  the  students  that  the  development  of  the  state  of  the  dictatorship 
of  the  proletariat  into  a  state  of  all  the  people  is  an  objective  process  brought 
about  by  life  itself.  It  is  based  on  the  profound  changes  occurring  in  our 
society,  on  the  successes  achieved  by  the  Soviet  people  in  the  creation  of  com¬ 
munism.  Assessing  the  Soviet  society’s  development  over  the  past  decades,  the 
26th  CPSU  Congress  has  concluded  that  the  development  of  a  classless  structure 
for  the  society  will  occur  mainly  and  basically  within  the  historical  framework 
of  mature  socialism.  This  will  mean  yet  another  important  step  in  the  continued 
improvement  of  the  Soviet  national  state. 

The  fact  should  be  stressed  that  the  democratic  nature  of  our  social  and  state 
structure  has  its  highest  form  of  expression  in  the  Communist  Party’s  leadership 
of  society.  Without  this  leadership  the  socialist  state  could  not  develop  and 
function  normally.  Equipped  with  Marxist -Leninist  doctrine,  the  Communist  Party 
as  stated  in  the  Constitution  of  the  USSR,  defines  society’s  general  future 
development  and  the  USSR’s  foreign  and  domestic  policy  line,  directs  the  great 
creative  action  of  the  Soviet  people  and  gives  their  struggle  for  the  victory  of 
communism  a  planned  and  scientifically  substantiated  basis. 

The  CPSU  welds  the  energy  and  the  will  of  all  classes,  social  groups,  nations  and 
nationalities,  of  all  generations  of  Soviet  people,  into  one.  Under  developed 
socialism  it  serves  as  the  political  leader  of  the  entire  people  and  joins 
together  18  million  of  their  best  representatives  in  its  ranks.  This  further 
increases  its  responsibility  for  the  proper  functioning  of  the  machinery  of  state 
power,  for  the  building  of  communism  in  our  nation. 

For  purposes  of  successfully  accomplishing  the  tasks  facing  the  Soviet  people  at 
the  stage  of  developed  socialism,  tasks  of  unprecedented  scope  and  complexity, 
the  Communist  Party,  as  the  guiding  and  directing  force  behind  the  Soviet  State 
and  Soviet  society  as  a  whole,  is  expected  to  coordinate  and  unite  the  efforts  of 
state  organizations  for  the  achievement  of  the  common  goals.  It  implements  its 
decisions  primarily  through  the  communists  who  work  within  these  organizations, 
through  their  party  organizations  and  groups.  In  the  process  the  CPSU  does  not 
permit  the  mixing  of  its  own  functions  with  the  tasks  of  other  organs.  The  party 
adheres  to  the  principle  that  it  is  the  machinery  of  state  power,  in  accordance 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  USSR,  which  is  expected  to  establish  a  common  system 
of  law  and  order  in  the  society,  to  assign  the  proper  authority  to  various  organi¬ 
zations,  officials  and  citizens.  Leading  the  masses  with  it,  it  moves  steadfastly 
toward  the  all  round  development  of  socialist  democracy  in  all  areas  of  state  and 
public  life,  and  regards  this  as  one  of  the  crucial  conditions  for  the  successful 
building  of  communism. 

The  truly  democratic  nature  of  the  Soviet  system  is  clearly  manifested  in  the 
organization  and  work  of  the  soviets  of  people’s  deputies.  It  is  precisely 
through  these  bodies  that  our  people  exercise  the  state  power  which  belongs  to 
them.  All  other  state  organs  are  under  the  control  of  and  accountable  to  the 
soviets.  This  principle  is  established  in  the  Constitution  of  the  USSR. 
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Our  system  of  state  power  includes  the  USSR  Supreme  Soviet*  the  supreme  soviets 
of  Union  and  autonomous  republics  and  local  soviets  of  people’s  deputies.  Depu¬ 
ties  are  elected  to  the  soviets  at  all  levels  on  the  basis  of  universal,  equal 
and  direct  suffrage  through  secret  balloting.  This  gives  the  workers  of  our 
nation  a  real  opportunity  to  advance  the  best  individuals,  those  enjoying  the 
people’s  trust,  as  their  representatives  to  the  agencies  of  state  power. 

There  are  around  51,400  soviets  in  the  USSR,  with  2.3  million  elected  deputies. 
Workers  account  for  44.3  percent  of  the  deputies,  kolkhoz  workers  24.9  percent. 
Half  of  the  deputies  are  women,  and  every  third  one  is  below  the  age  of  30.  Of 
the  deputies  42.8  percent  are  party  members  or  candidate  CPSU  members,  while 
57.2  percent  are  not  affiliated  with  the  party.  More  than  100  of  our  country’s 
nations  and  nationalities  are  represented  on  the  soviets.  The  composition  of  the 
deputies  convincingly  demonstrates  the  truly  popular  nature  of  our  state  and 
reflects  the  broadly  democratic  spirit  and  the  indestructible  sociopolitical  and 
ideological  unity  of  the  Soviet  society. 

The  situation  is  totally  opposite  with  respect  to  the  parliaments  and  state 
agencies  of  the  capitalist  countries,  where  an  absolute  majority  of  the  positions 
are  occupied  by  people  placed  there  by  the  large  monopolies.  These  "parliamen¬ 
tarians”  are  completely  devoted  to  the  interests  of  monopolistic  capital  and  are 
totally  unconcerned  about  the  situation  of  the  working  people,  who  are  forced  to 
protect  their  vital  rights  through  determined  class  struggle.  Today  every  10th 
American  able  and  wanting  to  work  is  deprived  of  the  right  to  work.  There  are 
presently  more  than  11  million  such  people  in  the  United  States.  Racial  discrimi¬ 
nation  thrives  in  the  nation,  and  women  still  do  not  share  equal  rights  with  the 
men.  Life  has  thus  demonstrated  over  and  over  again  the  fact  that  a  bourgeois 
democracy  means  omnipotence  for  the  capitalists  and  the  absence  of  the  rights  for 
the  working  people.  Only  under  socialism  do  the  concepts  freedom,  human  rights 
and  social  justice  have  real  substance. 

After  noting  this  fact  the  propagandist  should  point  out  not  only  the  broadly 
democratic  essence  of  our  national  state,  but  also  its  profoundly  internationalist 
nature.  "The  concept  of  soviet  organization,”  the  decree  passed  by  the  CPSU 
Central  Committee  on  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  USSR  states, 
"turned  out  to  be  close  to  the  working  masses  of  all  Russia’s  peoples,  simple  and 
applicable  to  the  most  diverse  circumstances  of  their  lives."  It  was  precisely 
the  soviets  which  opened  up  the  path  to  their  own  national  statehood  for  the 
workers  of  previously  oppressed  nations  and  nationalities.  The  USSR,  a  voluntary 
association  of  fraternal  peoples,  came  into  being  60  years  ago  on  this  unified 
political  basis.  It  now  has  15  Union  and  20  autonomous  republics,  8  autonomous 
oblasts  and  10  autonomous  okrugs. 

The  current  Constitution  of  the  USSR  affirmed  the  Leninist  principles  underlying 
the  federative  structure  of  the  Soviet  multinational  state,  principles  which  have 
withstood  the  test  of  time  and  have  completely  justified  themselves  on  the  prac¬ 
tical  level.  Unlike  the  bourgeois  federations,  created  with  "blood  and  steel," 
our  union,  in  the  definition  of  V.  I.  Lenin,  is  a  "union  of  equals,  a  union 
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requiring  common  agreement”  ("Poln.  sobr.  soch.,"  Vol  48,  p  235).  Under  the 
nation's  Fundamental  Law  the  Union  republics  have  identical  rights  regardless  of 
the  size  of  their  population  or  their  territory,  the  level  of  their  economic  and 
cultural  development  or  any  other  characteristics.  They  all  take  part  on  an  equal 
basis  in  the  creation  and  the  functioning  of  All-Union  organs  and  have  equal 
representation  in  the  Council  of  Nationalities  of  the  USSR  Supreme  Soviet  (32  depu¬ 
ties  each).  Every  Union  republic  is  also  represented  on  the  Presidium  of  the  USSR 
Supreme  Soviet,  in  the  USSR  Council  of  Ministers,  on  the  USSR  Supreme  Court  and 
in  the  permanent  commissions  of  both  chambers  of  the  USSR  Supreme  Soviet. 

Democratic  centralism  in  our  state  development  and  in  the  direction  of  the 
nation's  economic  and  cultural  life  permits  the  party  to  consider  both  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  Soviet  society  as  a  whole  and  the  specific  interests  of  each  social¬ 
ist  nation,  to  serve  as  a  reliable  guarantee  against  any  sort  of  infringement  upon 
the  rights  of  the  Union  republics  or  excessive  centralization,  and  equally  against 
possible  manifestations  of  national  narrow-mindedness  or  localistic  tendencies. 

All  of  this  creates  conditions  conducive  to  the  establishment  of  true  fraternity 
among  the  Soviet  nations  and  nationalities,  helps  to  consolidate  their  political 
unity  and  consequently,  to  strengthen  the  multinational  state  as  a  whole.  The 
experience  of  the  USSR,  the  decree  passed  by  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  "On  the 
60th  Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics" 
states,  has  proven  that  the  more  extensive  the  development  of  socialist  democracy, 
the  more  democratic  becomes  the  life  of  the  nation  and  the  stronger  the  process 
of  voluntary,  mutual  drawing-together  on  the  part  of  the  workers  of  all  nations 
and  nationalities.  Unlike  the  bourgeois  democracy,  which  only  as  a  formality 
proclaims  the  equality  of  nations,  the  socialist  democracy  reliably  protects  the 
social  and  national  interests  and  rights  of  the  working  people  and  creates  for 
every  Soviet  person  real  opportunities  for  increasingly  broad  and  direct  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  running  of  affairs  of  the  state  and  the  society. 

And  so,  the  Soviet  State  was  created  by  the  people  themselves  and  serves  them 
loyally.  It  truly  guarantees  for  the  working  people  broad  social  rights  and  free¬ 
doms  of  which  they  can  only  dream  in  the  bourgeois  society.  Equality  for  Soviet 
citizens  is  a  assured  in  all  areas  of  economic,  political,  social  and  cultural 
life.  Under  developed  socialism  such  constitutional  rights  as  the  right  to  health 
protection  and  housing,  the  enjoyment  of  cultural  achievements,  freedom  of  scien¬ 
tific,  technological  and  artistic  creativity  and  so  forth  have  been  added  to  the 
right  to  work,  the  right  to  rest  and  recreation,  to  material  support  in  old  age 
and  in  sickness. 

The  Soviet  national  state  is  commemorating  its  60th  anniversary  with  its  strengths 
blossoming.  The  great  conquests  of  our  multinational  socialist  homeland,  advanc¬ 
ing  in  the  vanguard  of  social  progress,  clearly  demonstrates  the  triumph  of  the 
Leninist  principles  underlying  power  of  the  people.  And  the  further  the  Soviet 
society  advances  in  its  development,  the  more  fully  will  be  revealed  the  extremely 
great  possibilities  of  mature  socialism,  the  advantageous  of  the  national  social¬ 
ist  state  and  the  creative  potential  of  socialist  democracy. 
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2.  The  Main  Tasks  and  Functions  of  the  Socialist  National  State 


As  the  second  topic  is  discussed  it  is  important  to  stress  the  fact  that  the 
social  base  of  the  national  state  has  considerably  expanded  and  gained  strength 
at  the  stage  of  mature  socialism.  Its  class  nature  has  been  preserved,  however. 
Our  state  has  served  and  is  serving  as  a  powerful  implement  for  implementing  the 
worldwide,  historical  mission  of  the  working  class — to  build  the  classless  com¬ 
munist  society.  This  principle  is  set  forth  in  the  Constitution  of  the  USSR, 
which  defines  the  state/legal  foundations  underlying  the  life  of  the  Soviet 
society,  all  classes  and  social  groups,  nations  and  nationalities  comprising  it, 
under  developed  socialism.  Life  has  convinced  us  that  the  USSR  is  a  dynamic  and 
effective  form  of  state  association  of  the  Soviet  nations  and  nationalities, 
calculated  for  the  entire  historical  period  of  the  gradual  development  of  social¬ 
ist  statehood  into  communist  public  self-government. 

The  main  tasks  of  the  socialist  national  state  consist  in  creating  the  material- 
technical  base  for  communism,  perfecting  socialist  public  relations  and  trans¬ 
forming  them  into  communist  relations,  indoctrinating  the  individual  for  the 
communist  society,  improving  the  material  and  cultural  standard  of  living  of  the 
working  people,  ensuring  the  nationls  security  and  helping  to  strengthen  peace 
and  develop  international  cooperation. 

The  substance  and  the  main  areas  of  work  of  the  Soviet  national  state  are  embodied 
in  its  internal  and  external  functions,  which  are  organically  united  and  inter¬ 
acting.  The  economic  and  organizational  function  is  especially  important  among 
its  internal  functions.  Having  concentrated  all  lines  of  control  of  the  nation’s 
economic  life  in  its  own  hands,  the  socialist  state  serves  as  the  main  organizer 
of  public  production.  Its  role  is  increasing  immeasurably  in  the  contemporary 
stage.  This  is  a  result  of  the  greatness  of  the  tasks  involved  in  the  building 
of  communism  and  of  the  enormous  scale  of  our  national  economy. 

The  joint  national  economic  complex — the  material  foundation  for  the  fraternal 
friendship  of  peoples  of  the  USSR — is  developing  successfully  in  the  mature 
socialist  society.  Today  the  Soviet  Union  is  a  mighty  industrial  power  with  a 
highly  mechanized  agriculture  and  possessing  a  large  production  potential  capable 
of  resolving  the  most  difficult  and  important  economic,  scientific  and  techno¬ 
logical  tasks,  of  maintaining  the  nation’s  defense  capability  at  the  necessary 
level  and  supporting  the  steady  improvement  of  the  material  welfare  and  cultural 
level  of  all  the  Soviet  people.  "To  steadily  improve  the  economy  and  the  welfare 
of  the  people,"  Comrade  Yu.  V.  Andropov  stated  at  the  November  1982  Plenum  of  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee,— "this  is  both  our  duty  to  the  Soviet  people  and  our 
international  duty.  Defining  the  issue  in  this  manner,  the  party  follows  Lenin’s 
astute  statement  to  the  effect  that  we  exert  our  main  effect  upon  the  world 
revolutionary  process  with  our  economic  policy." 

The  years  which  have  passed  since  the  founding  of  the  USSR  have  witnessed  its 
rapid  social  and  economic  development.  Our  nation’s  national  income  grew  155-fold 
during  that  period.  The  USSR’s  share  of  world  industrial  output  has  increased 
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from  1  per  cent  in  1922  to  20  percent  at  the  present  time.  The  nation  possesses 
enormous  national  riches  valued  at  more  than  2.9  trillion  rubles.  Agriculture T s 
fixed  capital  has  grown  to  1.852  trillion  rubles.  The  USSR  has  more  than  44,000 
industrial  enterprises  and  26,000  kolkhozes  and  over  21,000  sovkhozes.  The  Soviet 
Union  occupies  first  place  in  Europe  and  second  place  in  the  world  with  respect  to 
industrial  output  volume.  It  produces  more  cement,  oil,  steel,  pig  iron,  tractors, 
agricultural  machinery,  machine  tools,  diesel  locomotives  and  other  types  of 
industrial  products  than  any  other  state.  The  economies  of  all  the  Soviet  repub¬ 
lics  are  growing  rapidly  within  the  friendly  family  of  peoples. 

The  instructor  should  then  point  out  that  the  socialist  state  performs  the  crucial 
role  in  the  regulation  of  the  measure  of  labor  and  the  measure  of  consumption. 

This  process  is  directed  toward  the  development  and  perfection- of  socialist  pro¬ 
duction  relations.  The  Soviet  state  assumes  the  task  of  achieving  maximum  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  Soviet  people ls  growing  needs.  The  state-legal  means  at  its 
disposal  permit  it  effectively  to  organize  and  regulate  labor*  distribution, 
exchange  and  personal  consumption  of  the  citizens  and  to  determine  other  matters 
in  this  area. 

The  system  of  people’s  control  agencies,  which  organically  combine  state  and 
public  control,  have  become  extensively  established  in  the  Soviet  state.  The 
people’s  control  groups  and  posts  elected  at  workers’  meetings,  and  around  10  mil¬ 
lion  people  work  in  these,  are  accountable  to  the  labor  collectives.  People’s 
control,  which  embraces  economic  life  and  social  and  cultural  development,  the 
area  of  production  and  distribution  and  the  work  of  the  state  apparatus,  has 
become  one  of  the  most  effective  forms  of  socialist  democracy. 

Everyone  knows  that  communism  is  built  by  the  people  and  for  the  people.  It 
requires  the  all-around  development  of  man  himself,  of  his  culture,  education, 
political  awareness  and  morality.  This  is  why  the  Soviet  state  attaches  excep¬ 
tionally  great  importance  to  the  indoctrination  of  the  working  people  as  active 
builders  of  communism  and  reliable  defenders  of  the  socialist  conquests,  and  to 
the  steady  development  of  the  spiritual  principles  underlying  the  life  of  our 
society.  This  activity  of  the  state  is  expressed  in  its  cultural-indoctrinational 
function. 

Socialism’s  enormous  conquest  lies  in  the  fact  that  all  the  Soviet  Union’s  cul¬ 
tural  treasures  belong  totally  and  entirely  to  the  people  and  serve  the  cause  of 
building  communism.  Three  quarters  of  them  illiterate  prior  to  the  revolution, 
our  people  are  today  the  world’s  most  extensive  readers.  Not  only  did  the  new 
public  structure  throw  open  the  doors  to  knowledge  for  the  working  people  and 
give  them  broad  access  to  the  treasures  of  culture,  it  also  made  them  the  direct 
creators  of  that  culture. 

The  common  international  culture  of  the  Soviet  people,  which  serves  all  the  work¬ 
ing  people  and  expresses  their  common  ideals,  is  growing  and  becoming  stronger  in 
the  abundant  soil  of  mature  socialism.  It  also  assimilates  everything  of  general 
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importance  in  the  achievements  and  the  original  traditions  of  the  national 
cultures.  Socialist  in  substance  and  diverse  in  its  national  forms3  Soviet 
culture  has  become  the  great  force  behind  the  ideological  and  moral  unity  of  the 
working  people  and  fighting  men  of  the  Armed  Forces* 

The  propagandist  then  stresses  the  fact  that  under  developed  socialism  the 
national  state  continues  to  exercise  its  function  of  preserving  socialist  law 
and  order  and  socialist  property  and  the  interests  and  rights  of  the  citizens. 

It  stands  vigilant  guard  over  socialist  reality*  The  Constitution  of  the  USSR 
states  that  every  citizen  of  our  nation  is  required  to  observe  Soviet  laws,  to 
work  honorably  and  conscientiously,  to  protect  and  enhance  socialist  property,  to 
guard  the  interests  of  the  Soviet  state,  to  contribute  in  every  way  to  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  public  order,  to  strengthen  friendship  of  nations  and  nationalities 
of  the  multinational  Soviet  state,  to  concern  himself  with  the  indoctrination  of 
the  children  and  to  protect  the  environment.  These  and  other  duties  demand  the 
continuing  improvement  of  our  national  state’s  function  of  upholding  the  law.  It 
strictly  monitors  the  observance  of  law  and  order  in  the  socialist  society  and 
sees  to  it  that  Soviet  laws  are  universally  fulfilled. 

After  this  the  socialist  national  state’s  external  functions  must  be  discussed. 
Highly  important  among  these  functions  is  that  of  organizing  cooperation  with  the 
fraternal  socialist  states,  based  on  the  principles  of  internationalism  and  com¬ 
radely  mutual  assistance.  Matters  pertaining  to  the  strengthening  of  ties  with 
the  liberated  peoples  also  have  an  important  place  in  the  activities  of  our  state. 
The  USSR  gives  them  all  around  support.  The  Soviet  state  concerns  itself  with 
developing  political,  economic  and  cultural  relations  with  the  capitalist  nations, 
based  on  principles  of  peaceful  coexistence. 

The  nature  of  these  functions  should  be  explained  in  the  class.  A  function 
inherent  in  the  socialist  state  from  the  moment  of  its  formation — the  struggle 
for  peace  and  international  security — should  be  discussed  in  detail.  The 
November  1982  Plenum  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee  noted  that  the  achievement  of 
lasting  peace  and  protection  of  the  peoples’  rights  to  independence  are  invariable 
goals  of  our  foreign  policy. 

The  fact  is  well  known  that  the  Soviet  Union  pursues  a  peace-loving  foreign 
policy.  It  has  earned  international  acknowledgment.  Consistently  implementing 
the  constitutional  principles  of  foreign  policy  as  set  forth  in  our  nation’s 
Fundamental  Law,  the  Soviet  Union  together  with  the  other  fraternal  socialist 
states,  with  all  progressive  forces,  strives  persistently  for  continuing  advance¬ 
ment  along  the  path  of  detente,  for  the  achievement  of  a  real  shift  from  the  arms 
race  to  its  limitation  and  subsequent  universal  and  total  disarmament,  and 
attempts  to  expand  mutually  advantageous  international  cooperation  based  on 
equality. 

As  the  conference  of  military  leaders  held  in  the  Kremlin  pointed  out,  we  live  in 
difficult  times.  The  international  situation  makes  it  essential  for  us  to  double, 
to  triple  our  efforts  in  the  struggle  to  preserve  peace.  In  this  struggle  we 
must  expand  interaction  with  all  those  to  whom  peace  on  earth  is  dear.  And  it  is 
our  duty  to  strengthen  the  nation’s  defense  and  maintain  great  vigilance. 


Our  devotion  to  the  cause  of  peace  does  not  therefore  rule  out  but  on  the  contrary, 
actually  requires*  constant  concern  for  assuring  our  security.  The  Constitution 
of  the  USSR  reflects  one  of  the  important  Leninist  principles  underlying  the 
Soviet  state ts  foreign  policy — unity  of  the  struggle  for  peace  and  a  readiness  to 
repel  imperialist  aggression. 

As  he  concludes  his  presentation  of  the  second  topic*  the  propagandist  should 
stress  the  fact  that  the  Soviet  stated  functions  manifest  the  profoundly  demo¬ 
cratic  nature  and  humanism  of  the  socialist  way  of  life.  This  is  one  of  social¬ 
ism's  basic  advantages  and  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  state  functions  as  an 
enormous  creative  force  behind  the  society.  It  is  the  main  tool  by  means  of  which 
the  Soviet  people*  guided  by  our  own  Leninist  party*  are  transforming  the  society 
of  developed  socialism  into  a  communist  society,  systematically  and  according  to 
plan. 

3.  Defense  of  the  Socialist  Homeland — An  Objective  Historical  Need 

When  the  presentation  of  the  third  topic  is  begun  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
the  armed  defense  of  the  socialist  conquests  is  one  of  the  natural  laws  involved 
in  the  building  of  communism.  V.  I.  Lenin  taught  us  that  any  revolution  is  only 
worth  something  if  ±Ts  able  to  defend  itself,  that  the  socialist  army  is  designed 
to  protect  our  popular  rule  against  all  enemies  of  the  working  people. 

These  instructions  from  Lenin  are  especially  valid  in  the  contemporary  situation. 
Two  lines  are  now  confronting  each  other  in  world  policy.  The  line  pursued  by  the 
United  States  and  those  who  follow  it  consists  in  intensifying  tensions  and  exac¬ 
erbating  the  situation  to  the  maximum.  They  dream  of  the  political  isolation  and 
economic  weakening  of  the  USSR  and  its  friends.  They  have  initiated  an  unprece¬ 
dented  arms  race,  especially  in  nuclear  weapons,  and  are  attempting  to  achieve 
military  superiority.  Having  set  out  on  this  path,  imperialism  is  irresponsibly 
playing  with  the  fate  of  peoples.  Our  line  is  one  of  detente  and  strengthening 
of  international  security.  We  will  not  deviate  from  it.  We  will  increase  our 
efforts  and  retain  the  initiative  in  international  affairs.  ,fWe  are  for  the 
search  for  a  wholesome  foundation  acceptable  to  the  parties  for  resolving  the  most 
complex  problems,  first  and  foremost,  of  course,  problems  of  controlling  the  arms 
race  in  both  nuclear  and  conventional  weapons,"  Comrade  Yu.  V.  Andropov  stated  at 
the  November  1982  Plenum  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee.  "Let  no  one  expect  uni¬ 
lateral  disarmament  from  us,  however.  We  are  not  naive  people." 

Defending  the  socialist  homeland,  states  the  Soviet  Constitution,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  functions  of  the  state  and  the  concern  of  all  the  people.  This 
function  is  implemented  along  various  lines,  in  various  forms  and  by  various 
methods,  in  all  the  main  areas  of  our  society's  life — economic,  political,  ideo¬ 
logical  and  military. 

The  Armed  Forces  of  the  USSR  were  created  for  purposes  of  protecting  the  socialist 
conquests,  the  peaceful  labor  of  the  Soviet  people  and  the  sovereignty  and  terri¬ 
torial  integrity  of  the  state.  The  heroic  path  which  they  have  covered  under 
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Communist  Party  leadership  has  convincingly  confirmed  the  vitality  of  Leninas 
conclusion  to  the  effect  that  the  character  and  the  specific  features  of  the  army 
are  determined  entirely  by  the  social-class  nature  of  the  system  which  gives  rise 
to  them  and  which  they  are  called  upon  to  defend. 

From  the  standpoint  of  domestic  conditions,  the  Soviet  Union  has  no  need  of  an 
army.  It  is  only  the  objective  historical  necessity  of  protecting  socialism1 s 
gains  against  attack  by  the  imperialist  aggressors  which  forces  our  people  to 
maintain  the  powerful  Armed  Forces.  Today,  as  in  the  past,  they  serve  as  a 
reliable  defensive  weapon  for  the  Soviet  Nation.  Mankind  sees  the  Armed  Forces  of 
the  USSR  as  a  military  organization  which  protects  the  interests  of  the  working 
people  and  serves  as  a  bulwark  of  universal  peace. 

The  Armed  Forces  of  the  USSR  are  an  inseparable  part  of  the  Soviet  state  machinery. 
With  the  formation  of  the  national  state,  our  army  and  navy,  border  and  internal 
troops  also  became  national.  They  were  created  as  the  united  Armed  Forces  of  the 
multinational  Soviet  state  and  personify  friendship  of  peoples,  fervent  patriotism 
and  proletarian  internationalism. 

The  Armed  Forces  of  the  USSR  are  developing  on  the  solid  economic,  social  and 
political  foundation  of  mature  socialism.  The  Soviet  Nation’s  entire  history  is 
a  brilliant  demonstration  of  the  Soviet  military  organization’s  superiority  over 
the  bourgeois  military  organization.  This  is  a  result  of  those  objective  factors 
underlying  the  nature  of  our  society. 

The  Communist  Party’s  all-embracing  work  in  this  area  is  the  main  and  crucial 
condition  for  reliably  protecting  the  socialist  homeland.  The  CPSU  assures  that 
the  USSR’s  defense  capability  is  growing  steadily  stronger  on  a  truly  scientific 
basis  and  in  the  interest  of  the  people.  "We  shall  do  everything  necessary,”  the 
fact  was  stressed  at  a  reception  at  the  Palace  of  Congresses  in  the  Kremlin  on  the 

occasion  of  the  65th  anniversary  of  the  Great  October  Socialist  Revolution,  "to 

see  that  those  who  like  military  adventures  never  catch  the  Soviet  Nation  unpre¬ 
pared,  that  a  potential  aggressor  understands  that  a  devastating  retaliatory 
strike  inevitably  awaits  it.” 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  nation’s  defense  strength  depends  upon  the  sum 
total  of  its  economic,  scientific  and  technological,  social,  moral  and  political 
potentials,  and  the  strictly  military  potential  formed  on  their  basis,  the  nucleus 
of  which  is  the  combat  strength  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  USSR.  All  party  activi¬ 
ties  in  the  area  of  the  nation’s  economic,  social  and  political  and  spiritual 

development  help  to  enhance  the  defense  capability  of  the  state  as  a  whole  and  the 

combat  strength  and  combat  readiness  of  the  Armed  Forces  in  particular. 

The  tireless  concern  demonstrated  by  the  Communist  Party  and  the  Soviet  state  for 
maintaining  the  army  and  navy  at  a  high  level  of  combat  readiness  is  dictated  by 
our  people’s  vital  interests.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  servicemen  to  be  at  such  a 
level  of  readiness.  In  his  report  at  the  sixth  All-Army  Conference  of  Secretaries 
of  Primary  Party  Organizations,  Marshal  of  the  Soviet  Union  D.  F.  Ustinov,  USSR 
minister  of  defense,  stated  that  combat  readiness  is  the  main  indicator  of  the 
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qualitative  state  of  the  troops  and  naval  forces.  The  field-,  naval  and  air  train¬ 
ing  constitute  the  foundation  for  a  high  level  of  combat  readiness.  In  order  to 
acquire  the  proper  training*  the  soldier  and  sailor  must  work  diligently  in  each 
training  exercise  and  drill*  demonstrate  reasonable  initiative  and  persistence  in 
the  socialist  competition  and  fulfill  his  military  duty  irreproachably. 

All  of  these  requirements  are  reflected  in  the  Constitution  of  the  USSR,  the  Law 
of  the  USSR  "On  Universal  Military  Duty,"  in  the  military  oath  and  military  regula¬ 
tions.  Our  nationTs  Fundamental  Law  states  that  the  citizen  of  the  USSR  is 
required  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Soviet  state,  to  help  enhance  its  strength 
and  prestige.  Our  Constitution  states  that  defense  of  the  socialist  homeland  is 
the  sacred  duty  of  every  citizen  of  the  USSR,  that  military  service  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  USSR  is  the  honored  duty  of  Soviet  citizens. 

Fighting  men  of  the  army  and  navy  are  honorably  fulfilling  this  great  constitu¬ 
tional  duty,  a  fact  confirmed  every  day  in  their  intense  combat  and  political 
training.  We  have  everything  necessary  to  reliably  defend  the  homeland,  our 
friends  and  allies.  This  fact  is  demonstrated  both  by  exercises  conducted  by  the 
Soviet  Armed  Forces  and  by  joint  exercises  involving  forces  of  the  fraternal  armies 
of  the  Warsaw  Pact  nations. 

Military  service  is  for  the  Soviet  people  a  good  school  of  labor  and  political 
conditioning,  a  school  of  courage  and  discipline,  a  school  of  military  skill.  It 
helps  us  to  successfully  accomplish  one  of  the  most  important  tasks  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party  and  the  Soviet  state — that  of  molding  an  active  and  aware  builder  and 
defender  of  the  new  society. 

Our  fighting  men  steadfastly  strive  toward  new  and  higher  goals  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  their  military  skill,  vigilantly  follow  the  intrigues  of  the  imperialist 
aggressors  and  together  with  their  brothers-in-arms  from  the  armies  of  the  Warsaw 
Pact  nations,  are  prepared  to  come  to  the  defense  of  peace  and  socialism  at  any 
time. 

When  the  instructor  completes  his  presentation  of  the  third  topic,  he  must  stress 
once  more  the  fact  that  personnel  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  USSR  regard  the 
socialist  homeland's  defense  as  their  honored  constitutional  duty,  as  their  sacred 
obligation  to  society.  Soviet  fighting  men  are  always  in  a  state  of  constant 
combat  readiness.  And  should  the  security  of  our  beloved  homeland  and  the  cause 
of  protecting  peace  and  socialism  require  it,  they  will  honorably  fulfill  their 
patriotic  and  international  duty. 

To  conclude  the  lecture  (narration)  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  all  of  the 
multifaceted  work  of  the  Soviet  national  state,  the  strengthening  and  development 
of  it  are  performed  under  the  direct  guidance  of  the  Communist  Party.  It  is  only 
because  of  this  guidance  that  our  state  is  successfully  fulfilling  its  worldwide 
historical  mission  and  serving  as  a  powerful  implement  for  building  communism  and 
defending  the  socialist  conquests  and  peace  on  earth. 
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During  the  hours  of  independent  preparation  it  is  recommended  that  the  students 
read  V.  I*  Lenin's  work  "On  the  Staterr  ("Poln*  sobr*  soch.,"  Vol  39,  pp  64-84); 
a  section  of  the  Program  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  (pp  110-112); 
the  Constitution  (Fundamental  Law)  of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 
(preamble,  sections  I,  2);  the  Accountability  Report  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee 
to  the  26th  Congress  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  Current  Party 
Tasks  in  the  Area  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Policy  ("Materialy  XXVI  s"yezda  KPSS" 
[26th  CPSU  Congress  Materials],  p  66);  the  speech  delivered  by  Yu.  V.  Andropov, 
general  secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  at  the  November  1982  Plenum  of 
the  CPSU  Central  Committee  (PRAVDA,  23  November  1982) ;  chapter  2  of  the  training 
aid  for  political  classes  M0ur  Goal  is  Communism." 

The  following  topics  should  be  discussed  in  the  seminar  (or  discussion):  1.  What 
are  the  essence  and  the  characteristic  features  of  the  Soviet  national  state? 

2.  What  are  the  main  tasks  of  our  state  at  the  contemporary  stage  in  the  building 
of  communism?  3.  What  are  the  main  internal  and  external  functions  of  our  state? 
4.  What  successes  have  been  achieved  by  the  Soviet  people  during  the  60  years 
since  the  founding  of  the  USSR?  5.  Why  is  it  essential  to  enhance  the  combat 
readiness  of  the  Soviet  Armed  Forces? 
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AIR  FORCES 


BOMBER  REGIMENT:  PARTY  WORK,  HIGH  TRAINING  RESULTS  DISCUSSED 

Moscow  KOMMUNIST  VOORUZHENNYKH  SIL  In  Russian  No  24*  Dec  82  (signed  to  press 
3  Dec  82)  pp  32-37 

lArticle  by  Guards  Col  V.  Sadikov,  commander  of  an  excellent  air  regiment:  "As 
the  Duty  of  Those  in  the  Lead"] 

[Text]  A  tactical  flight  exercise  was  under  way.  It  was  being  conducted  to  sum 
up  the  year’s  combat  training  for  the  personnel  of  our  Guards  bomber  regiment. 

It  was  more  than  simply  a  final  test  exercise,  however.  It  was  also  an  accounting 
by  the  pilots  and  navigators,  engineers  and  technicians,  by  all  of  the  unit’s 
fighting  men,  as  the  initiators  of  socialist  competition  in  the  Air  Forces,  our 
report  to  the  party  and  people  on  how  the  collective  was  commemorating  the  60th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  USSR. 

The  combat  training  missions  were  being  performed  in  adverse  weather  conditions, 
in  an  intense,  abruptly  changing  tactical  situation.  On  the  routes  the  airmen  had 
to  repel  "enemy"  fighter  attacks  and  detour  around  his  air  defense  facilities, 
altering  course  and  altitude. 

All  the  difficulties  were  overcome  and  the  combat  exercises  skillfully  performed 
by  the  crews  of  the  aircraft,  the  members  of  which  included  communists  Guards 
Lieutenant  Colonel  V.  Koshelev,  Guards  Majors  A.  Kotov  and  A.  Vavilov,  and  Guards 
Captains  N.  Cherepanov  and  V.  Karenin.  Their  bombing  attack  was  performed  with 
sniper  accuracy. 

And  the  other  crews  performed  on  a  par  with  those  leaders.  Specialists  of  the 
Air  Force  Engineer  Service  and  all  the  ground  subunits  worked  with  a  sense  of 
great  responsibility  to  ready  the  equipment  for  the  flights.  The  regiment 
received  an  excellent  rating  for  the  final  tactical  flight  exercise,  as  it  had 
for  all  the  previous  exercises.  The  result  of  the  combat  and  air  training  are 
the  best  confirmation  of  the  fact  that  the  guardsmen  are  capable  of  firmly  keeping 
their  word,  that  they  do  everything  possible  to  achieve  skillful  mastery  of  the 
weapons  and  achieve  the  ability  to  make  full  use  of  their  combat  capabilities. 
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The  collective  completely  fulfilled  the  large  socialist  commitments  accepted  in 
honor  of  the  glorious  anniversary  of  the  USSR*  fulfilled  in  every  respect.  We 
gave  our  word  that  we  would  retain  the  title  of  excellent  regiment,  and  we  con¬ 
firmed  this  honored  title  for  the  fourth  time  in  a  row*  Thanks  to  improved  orga¬ 
nization  of  the  training  process  and  flight  preparation  of  the  crews  and  aircraft, 
the  time  required  to  put  the  subunits  into  a  state  of  combat  readiness  has  been 
reduced  by  more  than  6  percent.  The  average  rating  for  piloting  technique, 
navigation  and  the  basic  kinds  of  combat  employment  was  4.65*  All  of  the  squadrons 
and  the  technical  subunits,  most  of  the  detachments  and  80  percent  of  the  crews 
have  excellent  ratings.  A  total  of  108  rationalization  proposals  were  submitted 
and  adopted  in  the  practical  combat  training  during  the  year.  Expenditures  of 
ground  support  means  for  the  flights  were  reduced  by  12.6  percent,  and  around  600 
tons  of  fuel  was  saved.  Along  with  the  improvement  in  combat  skill,  the  ideo¬ 
logical  conditioning  of  the  personnel  and  the  moral -political  solidarity  of  the 
collective  were  enhanced. 

Just  what  lies  behind  these  facts  and  figures?  First  and  foremost,  intense  work 
on  the  part  of  regimental  personnel,  our  determined  competition  with  our  comrades- 
in-arms — flight  and  technical  personnel  of  the  excellent  unit  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Derbenov — and  the  fact  that  preparations  for  the  60th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  USSR  mobilized  and  inspired  the  personnel. 

The  aviators  used  the  terms  "leader"  and  "wingman."  By  coming  forth  with  the 
patriotic  initiative  in  the  Air  Forces,  our  regiment  thereby  accepted  the  honored 
and  difficult  role  of  leader  in  the  competition.  A  role  with  one,  greatly  demand¬ 
ing  privilege,  that  of  being  out  front,  of  demonstrating  unity  of  word  and  deed. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  such  an  important  task  as  that  of  welding  the  efforts  of 
the  personnel  into  one,  of  mobilizing  the  fighting  men  and  leading  them  toward  the 
set  objective,  there  must  also  be  a  leader  within  the  collective  itself.  The 
party  organization,  the  real  political  nucleus  of  our  regiment,  served  as  this 
vanguard.  All  of  the  commanders  and  navigators  of  the  squadrons,  detachments  and 
aircraft  carriers  are  communists.  There  is  also  a  large  percentage  of  party 
members  in  the  technical  maintenance  subunits  and  groups.  Communists  account  for 
a  significant  portion  of  the  Komsomol  aktiv.  The  militancy  and  activeness  of  our 
primary  party  organizations  and  their  influence  upon  all  aspects  of  the  life  of 
the  personnel,  primarily  upon  the  resolution  of  matters  directly  pertaining  to 
the  improvement  of  combat  readiness  for  the  regiment,  increased  markedly  in  the 
course  of  fulfilling  decisions  coming  out  of  the  26th  CPSU  Congress  and  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  sixth  All-Army  Conference  of  Secretaries  of  Primary  Party 
Organizations  (Guards  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Nagornyak,  secretary  of  the  regiment 
party  committee,  took  part  in  that  conference).  We  are  required  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  USSR  and  decisions  of  the  26th  CPSU  Congress  to  be  in  a  constant 
state  of  combat  readiness  assuring  an  immediate,  devastating  rebuff  for  any 
aggressor.  And  the  communists  in  the  Lenin  party  and  all  of  the  fighting  men 
regard  the  fulfillment  of  these  requirements  as  their  primary  duty. 

On  the  subject  of  the  communists 1  leading  role  in  the  combat  training  and  orga¬ 
nization  of  the  socialist  competition,  I  would  like  first  of  all  to  mention  the 
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work  performed  by  the  party  members  of  regiment  headquarters.  They  set  a  good 
personal  example  in  the  service  and  demonstrate  purposiveness  in  the  effort  to 
improve  the  air  and  the  tactical  flight  training  of  the  crew  members,  principle 
and  intolerance  of  indulgences  in  the  training*  For  example,  the  communists  in 
charge  promptly  corrected  Guards  Captain  I.  Baranov,  aircraft  commander  and  party 
member-,  who  had  at  one  time  become  less  demanding  of  himself  and  his  subordinates 
and  tolerated  indulgences  in  the  crew  training* 

The  party  organization  at  the  regiment  headquarters  achieved  a  situation  in  which 
all  of  its  communists  actively  helped  to  work  out  the  socialist  commitments, 
monitored  their  fulfillment  throughout  the  year,  worked  to  establish  the  know-how 
of  those  out  front-,  helped  lagging  personnel  and  saw  to  it  .  that  the  Leninist 
principles  for  organizing  competition  were  implemented  universally  and  undevi- 
atingly.  Working  closely  with  the  commanders  of  the  subunits  and  missile  carriers, 
they  supported  everything  new  and  progressive,  they  themselves  produced  many  good 
initiatives  and  consider  it  a  matter  of  honor  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  search 
for  and  utilization  of  reserves. 

Rationalization  work  was  one  such  reserve.  Directing  the  rationalizers’  efforts 
into  the  proper  channel,  publicizing  and  encouraging  their  creative  quest,  the 
staff  officers  made  the  effort  of  the  innovators  a  mass  and  efficient  movement. 

The  regiment  considerably  exceeded  its  accepted  commitment  for  the  adoption  of 
various  innovations  in  the  practical  combat  training. 

Rationalization  proposals  submitted  by  Guards  Engineer-Major  V.  Nagavkin,  Guards 
Captain  Yu.  Klyuchnikov  and  Guards  Warrant  Officers  V.  Sokol,  as  an  example,  were 
considerably  effective  with  respect  to  improving  the  equipment  reliability  and 
intensifying  the  training  process.  The  unit  headquarters  summarized  their  pro¬ 
gressive  experience  and  disseminated  it  to  all  the  squadrons  and  technical 
maintenance  units  (TECh) . 

The  communists  in  the  headquarters  party  organization  have  done  a  great  deal  to 
maintain  and  develop  a  spirit  of  rivalry  in  the  collective.  As  a  result  of  the 
smoothly  functioning  system  of  communication  which  they  established  with  the  air 
regiment  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  Derbenov  and  through  regular  briefings 
the  fighting  men  knew  all  about  their  rivals,  the  successes  and  failures  of  the 
latter.  They  also  promptly  learned  that  we  were  behind  in  some  areas  of  the 
competition  according  to  the  winter  training  results.  This  motivated  the  person¬ 
nel  to  make  an  even  more  determined  effort  in  their  military  work.  The  exchange 
of  know-how  organized  by  both  regimental  staffs  was  also  highly  beneficial.  Our 
rivals  frequently  used  our  progressive  methods,  and  we  borrowed  many  things  from 
them. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  struggle  conducted  by  the  personnel  for  good  combat 
training  results  and  of  the  competition  depend  to  a  significant  degree  upon  the 
militancy  of  the  party  organization,  upon  the  public-political  activeness  of  the 
communists,  upon  their  personal  example. 
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There  is  no  important  matter  in  the  life  of  the  regiment*  whether  it  be  a  search 
for  ways  to  further  reduce  the  amount  of  time  required  to  make  the  subunits  combat 
ready,  to  improve  the  air  training  or  strengthen  military  discipline,  which  is  not 
influenced  by  the  party  organization. 

Let  us  take  a  look  at  the  tactical  flight  training.  At  one  of  the  party  committee 
meetings  we  studied  the  socialist  competition  between  the  two  squadrons  commanded 
by  communists  Guards  Lieutenant  Colonel  V.  Buchenkov  and  Guards  Major  Yu.  Pyl’nev. 

We  naturally  focused  our  attention  upon  the  tactical  flight  training  as  the  most 
important  indicator  of  combat  readiness  for  the  squadrons.  There  was  no  apparent 
need  to  conduct  such  a  study :  both  squadrons  were  successfully  fulfilling  their 
socialist  commitments  and  proceeding  confidently  toward  the  goals  they  had  out- 
lined  for  their  combat  skill.  We  still  found  some  things  to  discuss,  however. 

We  first  took  up  the  following  matter.  Guards  Major  Yu.  PylTnevrs  squadron  had 
not  been  rated  excellent  in  the  initial  stage  of  the  competition.  This  meant  that 
the  pilots,  navigators  and  technical  personnel  were  in  some  way  behind  the  members 
of  the  excellent  squadron  headed  by  Guards  Lieutenant  Colonel  V.  Buchenkov.  The 
results  of  the  winter  combat  training  indicated  a  change,  however.  The  Guards 
Major  Yu.  PylTnevTs  men  completed  the  tactical  flight  exercise  with  greater  success. 

The  only  question  in  the  situation  was:  Why?  A  thorough  study  of  the  squadron’s 
combat  training  helped  us  find  the  answer.  It  was  because  Major  Pyl’nev  did  more 
to  give  the  crews  a  sense  of  rivalry  and  did  a  better  job  of  organizing  the  com¬ 
petition  for  quality  fulfillment  of  the  functional  duties. 

Based  on  the  results  of  their  studies.,  the  party  committee  members  recommended 
that  the  squadron  commanders  arrange  for  more  frequent  exchanges  of  know-how. 

Mutual  assistance  is  developed  in  this  process,  after  all,  and  the  competition 
participants  become  united. 

We  once  decided  to  conduct  an  exchange  of  know-how  between  the  squadrons  with  the 
involvement  of  members  of  the  unit  methods  council  and  the  commanders  of  other 
subunits.  One  of  the  first  to  speak  was  Guards  Major  Yu.  Pyl’nev.  He  told  about 
the  methods  established  in  the  subunit  for  working  on  operations  conducted  from  a 
strange  airfield  and  about  the  advantages  of  striving  constantly  to  increase 
rivalry  in  the  crews  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  difficult  mission. 

The  commander’s  talk  was  logically  continued  by  his  deputy  for  political  affairs. 
Guards  Major  V.  Demidenko,  who  told  about  the  specific  features  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  party-political  work  during  a  tactical  flight  exercise  and  the  specific 
nature  of  the  work  performed  by  the  party  and  Komsomol  aktiv  under  the  difficult 
conditions . 

The  improved  results  achieved  in  the  tactical  flight  training  by  Guards  Major  Yu. 
Pyl’nev’s  squadron  were  also  due  to  the  fact  that  Guards  Major  V.  Illarionov, 
party  organization  secretary  and  bureau  member,  had  worked  in  a  more  focused 
manner  to  improve  the  training.  It  was  therefore  recommended  to  party  activists 
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in  the  other  squadron  and  their  secretary, .  Guards  .Captain  V*  Matveyev,  that  they 
devote  more  time  and  effort  to  individual  indoctrinational  work,  work  more 
actively  to  publicize  the  advanced  know-how  of  the  best  crews,  both  theirs  and 
those  of  their  rivals  in  the  competition,  and  make  more  specific  assignments  to 
the  communists  prior  to  each  tactical  flight  training  exercise. 

Both  squadrons  wrapped  up  the  training  year  in  the  ranks  of  the  excellent.  A 
great  deal  of  the  credit  for  this  goes  to  the  unit  party  committee,  which  strove 
constantly  to  give  a  spirit  of  real  rivalry  to  the  competition  between  the  two 
collectives,  while  taking  into  fuller  account  the  moral  aspect  of  the  competition. 

Competent  and  principled  people  have  been  elected  to  our  unit's  party  committee. 
Throughout  the  training  year  they  directed  the  party  organizations  of  the  squadrons 
and  technical  subunits  in  a  focused  manner  and  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  party 
aktiv's  training.  And  once  the  party  committee  members  take  on  some  job,  they 
always  follow  it  through  to  its  logical  conclusion.  Take  the  following  example. 

Guards  Major  V.  Pisarenko's  aircraft  crew  once  had  an  excellent  rating.  It  had 
dropped  markedly,  however,  with  respect  to  the  quality  of  its  flights.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  one  situation  after  another  developed,  which  was  not  far  removed  from  the 
precondition  for  a  flight  accident. 

The  unit  command  took  Guards  Major  V.  Pisarenko  and  his  men  strictly  to  account 
for  this.  The  situation  was  studied  at  an  officers r  conference.  In  addition, 
the  crew  lost  its  excellent  rating. 

Perhaps  this  was  too  drastic?  No,  it  was  not.  For  purposes  of  preventing  flight 
accidents  none  other  than  the  regimental  party  committee  had  suggested  that  strict 
accountability  be  exercised  not  just  with  respect  to  preconditions  for  a  flight 
accident,  but  even  for  deviations  from  the  established  routine  which  were  not 
even  considered  gross  errors. 

Guards  Major  V.  Pisarenko's  crew  was  guilty  of  several  such  deviations.  The 
strict  approach  and  exacting  demands  were  therefore  justified. 

A  similar  situation  developed  in  the  crew  commanded  by  Guards  Captain  A.  Lipskiy. 
Once,  when  performing  night  flights,  the  commander  was  taxiing  the  aircraft 
along  the  runway  with  engines  revved  up  and  rolled  it  off  the  runway  onto  the 
ground.  This  violation  of  the  established  requirements  was  nothing  other  than 
a  precondition  for  a  flight  accident. 

An  unflattering  talk  was  had  with  Guards  Major  V.  Pisarenko  and  Guards  Captain 
A.  Lipskiy  at  a  part  committee  meeting.  And  with  certain  others  too.  A  great 
deal  of  work  has  been  done  by  members  of  the  party  committee  in  the  party  orga¬ 
nizations  in  which  these  CPSU  members  are  on  the  roster.  The  matter  was  formu¬ 
lated  thusly:  There  is  no  such  thing  as  accidental  infractions,  which  meant  that 
party  influence  upon  the  communists  had  weakened  and  that  there  were  deficiencies 
in  the  individual  indoctrinational  work. 
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Earnestness^,  efficiency  and  focus  were  demonstrated  by  the  party  committee 
members  while  working  in  the  Air  Force  Engineer  Service  collective  led  by  Guards 
Engineer-Lieutenant  Colonel  V*  Fursa.  They  had  a  different  task  there— to 
summarize  and  disseminate  the  advanced  know-how  of  the  communists  in  charge  and 
of  the  entire  collective -  The  results  of  the  competition  among  the  servicing 
groups  in  the  Air  Force  Engineer  Service  are  rated  with  points.  Points  are  added 
for  good  indicators  and  subtracted  for  poor  ones.  The  greatest  number  of  points 
are  subtracted  for  a  precondition  for  a  flight  accident.  Guards  Engineer-Lieutenant 
Colonel  V.  Fursa’s  men  had  no  such  preconditions  for  the  year.  An  effective  system 
for  rating  the  military  work  also  helped  to  achieve  this  good  result. 

The  unit  party  organization  is  doing  a  great  deal  to  assure  that  the  competition 
is  publicized.  We  make  extensive  use  of  this  Leninist  principle  and  are  con¬ 
stantly  seeking  new  ways  to  implement  it.  The  communists  put  it  this  way,  for 
example.  The  regiment  has  many  specialists — pilots,  navigators*  engineers,  techni¬ 
cians....  Naturally,  each  of  them  has  his  main  job.  The  main  job  of  the  pilot, 
for  example*  is  to  master  piloting  techniques,  that  of  the  navigator — navigation 
and  combat  employment.  To  make  it  possible  to  compare  the  competition  results  as 
a  whole  and  to  assess  the  efforts  of  the  pilot  and  the  navigator  by  the  same 
indicator — how  well  the  flight  is  performed — the  of ficers— and- communists  of  the 
navigation  group  headed  by  Guards  Lieutenant  Colonel  N*  Klyuzhev  prepared  an 
electric  display  for  showing  the  results  of  the  combat  training  for  the  month,  the 
period,  the  year.  Each  crewts  results  are  shown  there.  It  is  possible  to  analyze 
and  determine  who  is  responsible  for  a  drop  in  the  overall  rating — the  pilot,  the 
navigator  or  the  aircraft  engineer. 

The  display  also  shows  the  combat  training  results  for  officers  of  the  regimental 
headquarters.  This  provides  yet  another  opportunity  for  the  communists- in- charge 
to  influence  the  combat  training  and  the  competition  with  their  personal  example. 

The  communists  have  also  led  the  fighting  men  toward  the  goals  set  in  military 
skill  with  their  mobilizing  party  word.  Ideological-indoctrinational  work  has 
been  stepped  up  considerably  in  the  regiment  in  the  anniversary  year.  Fulfilling 
the  requirements  set  at  the  26th  CPSU  Congress  and  decrees  passed  by  the  CPSU 
Central  Committee  on  ideological  matters,  the  party  committee  and  the  party  orga¬ 
nization  have  striven  to  see  that  every  communist  is  an  active  political  fighter, 
that  he  explains  to  his  colleagues  on  a  daily  basis  the  party’s  decisions  and 
policy.  Carrying  out  party  assignments,  most  of  the  CPSU  members,  first  and  fore¬ 
most  those  communists  in  charge,  address  the  personnel  with  lectures,  reports  and 
talks  and  took  part  in  the  preparation  and  conduct  of  Lenin  readings  and  evenings 
of  discussion  devoted  to  special  subjects.  They  used  brilliant  examples  from  our 
Soviet  reality  to  convincingly  demonstrate  the  great  conquests  and  the  advantages 
of  socialism,  the  historic  achievements  in  the  economy,  science  and  culture  of  our 
nation  and  of  each  Soviet  republic. 

The  regiment’s  ideological  aktiv  and  all  our  communist  have  accomplished  a  great 
deal  and  are  still  doing  much  to  make  every  fighting  man  deeply  cognizant  of 
decisions  coming  out  of  the  November  1982  Plenum  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee, 
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points  and  conclusions  made  in  the  speech  presented  at  the  plenum  by  Comrade  Yu. 

V.  Andropov,  general  secretary  of  the  CPSU  Central  Committee,  and  documents  from 
the  USSR  Supreme  Soviet's  seventh  session.  With  a  sense  of  filial  pride  in  the 
successes  achieved  by  the  people  and  for  the  beloved  homeland,  the  aviators  are 
trying  to  work  even  better,  to  make  their  contribution  to  the  strengthening  of  its 
defense  capability. 

In  the  propaganda  work  proper  importance  is  attached  to  the  job  of  explaining  the 
current  international  situation  and  the  causes  of  the  growing  military  danger,  to 
exposing  imperialism's  aggressive  aspirations,  to  developing  in  the  fighting  men 
a  heightened  sense  of  responsibility  for  the  homeland's  security,  class  hatred  for 
its  enemies  and  constant  vigilance. 

Indoctrinational  of  the  fighting  men  in  the  regiment's  glorious  combat  traditions 
is  an  important  element  in  the  party  organization's  work.  In  a  struggle  to  fulfill 
their  large  socialist  commitments  the  aviators  have  attempted  to  carry  in  a  worthy 
manner  the  baton  passed  on  by  their  heroic  predecessors  in  the  regiment,  who 
participated  in  many  battles  of  the  Great  Patriotic  War  and  traveled  a  path 
stretching  from  Sevastopol  to  Berlin.  Successors  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  the 
homeland's  courageous  defenders,  the  guardsmen  are  making  every  effort  to  continue 
and  add  to  the  traditions  of  the  front-line  soldiers,  to  refine  their  professional 
skill  and  military  ability  every  day.  For  example,  the  communists  set  the  pace  in 
the  competition  for  the  honored  right  to  challenge  prizes  imeni  Heroes  of  the 
Soviet  Union  S.  Kondrin,  A.  Nazarov  and  Ya.  Shashlov.  The  best  aircraft  command¬ 
ers  and  navigators,  engineers  and  technicians — masters  of  their  combat  specialty — 
were  the  winners.  Their  names  were  entered  in  the  unit  Book  of  Honor,  and  the 
other  aviators  tried  to  equal  them. 

The  training  is  ended.  The  results  show  that  the  personnel  of  our  regiment  have 
fulfilled  their  duty  as  leaders  in  the  Air  Forces,  as  did  our  party  organization 
within  the  unit.  Despite  this,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  command  and  of  the 
party  collective  that  there  is  no  basis  for  complacency.  We  are  directed  to 
further  enhance  the  organizational  and  indoctrinational  work  and  strengthen  disci¬ 
pline  by  decisions  coming  out  of  the  November  1982  Plenum  of  the  CPSU  Central 
Committee  and  the  seventh  session  of  the  USSR  Supreme  Soviet.  The  homeland's 
security  interests,  the  complex  international  situation  and  the  real  danger  of 
war  on  the  part  of  imperialism  obligate  us  to  increase  vigilance  and  enhance  the 
combat  readiness  of  the  fighting  men  in  every  way  possible. 

A  conference  of  leading  personnel  of  the  Soviet  Army  and  Navy  held  in  the  Kremlin 
stressed  the  fact  that  times  are  now  such  that  the  combat  readiness  of  the  Armed 
Forces  must  be  even  higher,  that  we  must  work  to  improve  it,  constantly  and  with 
a  sense  of  exceptional  responsibility.  In  view  of  the  increased  demands  being 
made  by  the  party  and  USSR  minister  of  defense  with  respect  to  the  combat  readi¬ 
ness  of  the  forces,  regiment  personnel  have  actively  entered  into  the  socialist 
competition  with  the  motto  "Increase  Vigilance  and  Provide  Reliable  Security  for 
the  Homeland ! "  and  have  accepted  the  optimal  socialist  commitments  for  the  new 
training  year .  In  arriving  at  these  commitments  we  took  into  account  the  potential 
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and  capabilities  for  advancing  further*  In  order  to  improve  the  combat  skill 
and  the  air  training  we  have  called  for,  among  other  things,  improving  the  class 
ratings  of  the  pilots  and  navigators,  the  excellent  fulfillment  of  all  combat 
exercises,  skillful  mastery  of  the  combat  equipment  and  weapons  on  the  part  of 
all  the  fighting  men,  reducing  the  time  required  to  ready  crews  and  aircraft  for 
takeoff,  and  stepping  up  the  campaign  for  enhanced  discipline,  conservation  and 
thrift  in  all  things. 

The  communists  have  mentioned  one  other  reserve  at  a  regimental  party  meeting. 

The  collectives  of  the  squadrons  and  technical  subunits,  in  their  opinion,  will 
achieve  even  greater  results  in  the  combat  training  and  the  competition,  if  the 
party  organizations  constantly  concern  themselves  with  strengthening  one-man  com¬ 
mand  and  give  more  active  support  to  demanding  and  competent  commanders.  The 
commanders,  for  their  part,  must  place  better  reliance  upon  the  party  organiza¬ 
tions  and  use  the  communists  to  mobilize  the  personnel  for  intensive  military 
work  and  for  the  continued  enhancement  of  the  regiment rs  combat  readiness. 
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NAVAL  FORCES 


NUCLEAR  SUBMARINE  TRAINING  EXERCISE  DISCUSSED 

Moscow  KOMMUNIST  VOORUZHENNYKH  SIL  in  Russian  No  24,  Dec  82  (signed  to  press 
3  Dec  82)  pp  38-42 

[Article  by  Capt  2d  Rank  V.  Romashko:  Verifying  the  Reputation  of  the  Right- 
Flank  Participants" ] 

[Text]  A  long  ocean  cruise  is  a  difficult,  all  round  test.  It  is  a  test  to  which 
one  cannot  become  accustomed,  not  even  someone  who  has  gone  to  sea  the  2d,  3d, 
the  20th  time  as  has  Captain  1st  Rank  V.  Zhuravlev,  commander  of  the  nuclear- 
powered,  missile  submarine  which  initiated  socialist  competition  in  the  Navy. 
During  his  long  career  submariner  Viktor  Alekseyevich  has  made  long  cruises 
14  times  on  diesel-powered  submarines  and  6  times  on  nuclear-powered  submarines. 

On  this  20th  cruise  discussed  in  the  article,  an  anniversary  cruise  for  him,  the 
commander  was  a  most  experienced  and  well-trained  sailor.  No  one  could  say  that 
he  demonstrated  vanity  or  complacency  in  any  way,  however.  During  his  service 
career,  communist  Zhuravlev  has  developed  a  profound  conviction  that  what  has 
already  been  covered  and  mastered  is  no  assurance  of  continued  success  but  a 
guarantee  of  more  certain  advancement  toward  new  goals  of  combat  readiness.  He 
has  taught  this  to  subordinates,  and  continues  to  do  so. 

It  would  have  seemed  that  the  nuclear-powered  submarine’s  command  (not  just  the 
commander  but  the  deputy  commander  for  political  affairs.  Captain  2d  Rank  Ye. 
Molochnikov,  also  had  experience)  would  have  had  no  reason  to  worry  seriously 
about  the  outcome  of  the  cruise.  After  all,  almost  half  the  personnel  were  com¬ 
munists,  every  third  one  was  a  master  of  military  affairs  and  there  were  almost 
as  many  specialists  with  high  ratings.  During  the  performance  combat  exercises 
on  previous  cruises  at  sea  they  had  all  made  a  good  showing  and  performed  reli¬ 
ably.  Despite  this,  the  commander,  the  political  worker,  the  party  and  Komsomol 
organizations  had  performed  the  most  thoroughgoing  preparatory  work  back  at  the 
base.  The  ship’s  traditional  orientation  toward  the  maximum  was  demonstrated  in 
the  process,  which  calls  not  only  for  the  successful  performance  of  the  combat 
training  missions,  but  also  for  coordinated  and  skillful  actions  on  the  part  of 
the  crew  in  many  other  possible  situations.  And  the  pace  was  set  literally 
everywhere  by  the  communists,  who  had  worked  especially  hard  to  coordinate  inter¬ 
action  among  the  specialists  in  various  hypothetical  problems,  to  pass  on  to  the 
young  sailors  the  know-how  of  the  veteran  submariners  and  to  reveal  reserves  for 
increasing  combat  readiness. 
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The  initiator  of  competition  is  a  laboratory  for  advanced  know-how*  The  command 
of  the  nuclear-powered  submarine  had  made  this  decision  at  the  beginning  of  the 
training  year.  As  a  result,  the  ship’s  party  organization  had  an  especially 
important  role  with  respect  to  increasing  the  submariners’  intense  sense  of 
responsibility  for  the  exemplary  fulfillment  of  all  the  combat  training  missions. 
Focusing  all  their  daily  organizational  efforts  upon  this  goal,  the  communists 
stressed  good  discipline  and  organization  on  the  part  of  the  personnel,  because, 
as  Marshal  of  the  Soviet  Union  D.  F.  Ustinov,  USSR  minister  of  defense,  stressed 
at  the  sixth  All-Army  Conference  of  Secretaries  of  Primary  Party  Organizations, 
the  collective  consists  of  people  differing  in  temperament,  tastes,  habits, 
inclinations,  demands  and  needs.  To  achieve  a  situation  in  which  they  represent 
not  simply  a  certain  number  of  servicemen  but  truly  a  single,  friendly,  united 
family  alive  with  the  fervent  desire  to  fulfill  its  duty  to  the  homeland  in  a 
worthy  manner — this  is  what  concerns  the  CPSU  members  and  candidate  members, 
motivates  each  of  them  to  set  an  example  for  his  colleagues,  to  inspire  them  to 
perform  their  service  duties  in  an  exemplary  manner. 

The  cruise,  on  which  I  also  took  part,  was  preceded  by  the  summing  up  of  training 
year  results  and  verification  of  the  fulfillment  of  commitments  accepted  by  the 
submariners  in  commemoration  of  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  USSR. 
From  the  very  beginning  all  of  the  activities  of  the  crew  reflected  the  mood  set 
during  the  preparatory  stage,  a  fact  manifested  both  in  the  actions  and  words  of 
the  individual  sailors  and  in  the  collective’s  communal  opinion  and  its  actual 
deeds.  Everything  which  took  place  in  the  life  of  the  ship  was  a  subject  of  very 
careful  attention,  analysis  and  practical  reaction.  It  was  like  the  finishing 
adjustment,  the  fine  tuning  of  a  complex  and  already  coordinated  mechanism. 

"Attention!  Attention!  This  is  the  ship’s  radio.  We  are  starting  a  radio  news¬ 
paper  ’For  the  Peaceful  Labor  of  the  Soviet  People — Reliable  Protection!’" — these 
words  were  heard  throughout  the  compartments  soon  after  the  nuclear-powered  missile 
submarine  submerged.  And  the  sailors  listened  very  attentively  to  the  announcer. 
Captain  Lieutenant  V.  Kolychev,  secretary  of  the  ship’s  party  bureau.  He  reminded 
them  that  the  results  of  the  important  cruise,  replete  with  difficult  missions, 
would  depend  upon  the  performance  of  every  crew  member.  This  theme  was  heard  at 
meetings  and  bureau  sessions,  during  the  summing  up  of  results,  in  evening  dis¬ 
cussions  devoted  to  special  subjects,  in  issues  of  the  radio  newspaper,  in  talks 
presented  by  the  officers  and  the  communists,  in  their  very  attitude  toward  the 
life  and  work  of  the  personnel. 

The  crew  had  comprehensive  commitments  for  the  cruise  which  covered  the  ideological- 
political,  moral,  military-technical  growth  of  the  submariners,  the  exemplary  ful¬ 
fillment  of  the  combat  training  missions  and  moral  and  ethical  standards,  the 
strengthening  of  friendship  and  comradeship.  There  were  specific  individuals 
responsible  for  every  percentage  point  by  which  the  time  required  to  make  the 
ship  combat  ready  was  reduced,  for  every  increase  in  the  number  of  masters  of 
combat  skills,  highly  rated  specialists  and  experts,  individuals  who  had  given 
their  word  to  achieve  this  and  who  did  not, forget  their  promise.  Commanders, 
political  workers  and  all  of  the  communists  helped  the  sailors  to  define  their 
objectives  before  the  cruise  began  and  then  to  adjust  them  during  the  performance 
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of  hypothetical  tasks.  The  commander  of  the  nuclear-powered  submarine  directed 
their  painstaking  work. 

As  he  observed  the  performance  of  the  sonar  specialists,  for  example.  Captain 
1st  Rank  Zhuravlev  became  convinced  that  it  was  realistically  possible  for  many 
of  them,  in  addition  to  their  stated  commitments,  to  raise  their  rating  to  the 
next  highest  level  before  returning  to  base.  The  commander  shared  these  thoughts 
with  the  deputy  commander  for  political  affairs  and  the  party  bureau  secretary. 
They  in  turn  found  that  it  was  possible  to  increase  the  commitments  pertaining  to 
the  standing  of  watch  at  sea,  to  political  self-education  and  participation  in  the 
rationalization  work  on  the  part  of  specialists  in  the  mine  and  torpedo  division. 
They  also  found  in  this  subunit  errors  made  by  Lieutenant  V.  Petin  in  his  super¬ 
vision  of  the  competition:  Before  the  cruise  he  had  not  found  time  to  study  the 
capabilities  of  each  of  his  men,  as  a  result  of  which  the  sailors  and  petty  offi¬ 
cers  had  outlined  insufficiently  validated,  duplicate  commitments  for  themselves. 
At  a  meeting  of  commanders  of  the  ship  divisions  political  worker  Captain  2d  Rank 
Ye.  Molochnikov  thoroughly  analyzed  those  omissions,  explained  that  initiative  has 
nothing  in  common  with  leaving  things  to  simply  flow  along  by  themselves,  and  made 
suggestions  for  correcting  the  shortcomings.  The  matter  was  also  discussed  at  a 
party  meeting. 

It  is  very  important  for  the  goals  outlined  to  be  reasonable,  but  the  practical 
achievement  of  those  goals  is  the  most  difficult  aspect  of  the  matter.  In  the 
process  people  are  especially  in  need  of  daily  monitoring,  assistance,  a  kind 
word.  In  this  respect,  it  would  be  appropriate  to  mention  the  following  incident, 
which  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  the  cruise. 

At  a  party  meeting  communist  S.  Zhestkov,  master  of  military  affairs,  was  criti¬ 
cized  by  his  comrades  for  the  fact  that  although  he  has  a  profound  knowledge  of 
Marxism-Leninism,  he  was  not  properly  active  in  the  realization  of  the  mass  agita¬ 
tion  work  plan  compiled  for  the  period  of  the  cruise  and  rarely  spoke  to  the  men 
on  current  political  subjects.  The  officer  immediately  recognized  his  failing. 

As  a  conscientious  and  honorable  man,  he  rapidly  responded  to  the  comments  and 
filled  in  the  gap  by  conducting  talks  which  helped  to  enhance  the  sailors  *  vigi¬ 
lance  during  the  standing  of  watch  at  sea  and  the  sense  of  responsibility  of  each 
man  for  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  subunit.  The  party  activists  also  derived 
the  proper  conclusion  for  themselves:  There  had  to  be  more  focused  monitoring  of 
the  crew  members’  fulfillment  of  their  commitments  with  respect  to  public  active¬ 
ness.  It  was  for  a  good  reason  that  the  party  bureau  meetings  systematically 
included  reports  by  the  communists  on  their  fulfillment  of  party  assignments,  on 
the  improvement  of  their  ideological-theoretical  level  and  their  technical  mili¬ 
tary  expertise,  and  on  the  indoctrination  of  the  personnel.  Specifically,  there 
was  a  substantive  analysis  of  the  work  performed  by  CPSU  member  Captain  3d  Rank 
S.  Popov  to  see  that  the  officers  subordinate  to  him  set  a  good  example  in  the 
competition  and  by  CPSU  member  Engineer-Captain  2d  Rank  V.  Fedorov  to  prepare 
masters  of  combat  skill  and  rated  specialists. 

In  principle  the  effort  to  achieve  more  effective  work  from  the  men  during  the 
cruise  amounted  to  developing  the  correct  work  style  on  the  part  of  everyone  on 
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the  crew — from  the  seaman  to  the  officer.  This  is  the  most  effective  way  to 
enhance  the  public  activeness  of  the  personnel.  It  makes  it  possible  to  reveal 
and  eliminate  shortcomings  which  themselves  might  sometimes  appear  insignificant, 
while  having  a  perceptible  indirect  effect.  I  shall  attempt  to  illustrate  this. 

During  the  first  weeks  of  the  cruise  the  third  combat  shift,  which  was  headed  by 
officer  of  the  watch  Captain  Lieutenant  S.  Voylokov,  was  invariably  in  last 
place  in  the  competition.  "What  is  the  matter?"  the  party  activists  asked  them¬ 
selves.  "Are  these  results  acceptable"?  After  all,  when  leaders  in  the  competi¬ 
tion  are  replaced  by  those  behind  them,  this  is  nothing  other  than  a  demonstration 
of  an  intense  struggle,  in  which  it  is  not  always  a  disgrace  to  relinquish  first 
place.  If  one  has  fallen  behind,  he  must  catch  up,  seek  new  reserves  and  possi¬ 
bilities  for  moving  ahead. 

The  situation  soon  became  clear.  It  turned  out  that  the  officer  of  the  watch  and 
0f-f-*-cer  B*  Vakayev,  engineer— mechanic  of  .  the  watch,  had  not  worked  with  adequate 
persistence  to  establish  a  climate  of  rivalry  within  the  collective,  had  not  made 
full  use  of  the  force  of  public  opinion  for  this  purpose.  The  deficiencies  spe- 
cifically  named  made  it  possible  also  to  work  out  specific  recommendations  to 
correct  them.  Furthermore,  the  party  activists  concerned  themselves  with  impart¬ 
ing  the  progressive  experience  to  the  lagging  participants.  This  was  an  extensive 
job,  and  a  large  number  of  people  took  part  in  it.  It  produced  perceptible 
results,  however.  Two  weeks  later  that  combat  shift  moved  up  to  first  place  for 
the  first  time  in  the  competition  and  retained  it  for  a  long  time.  By  the  end  of 
the  cruise  it  was  not  an  easy  matter  to  determine  exactly  who  was  the  best.  The 
training  indicators  for  the  previously  lagging  collective  rose  primarily  because 
a  more  vigorous  effort  began  to  be  made  in  the  collective  to  further  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  young  specialists. 

The  following  took  place  on  the. combat  shift.  Seaman  Z.  Mirauskas,  sonar  opera¬ 
tor,  committed  an  error  in  his  very  first  practice  battle.  He  took  some  inter¬ 
ference  as  a  target,  thereby  misleading  the  shiprs  battle  crew.  This  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  valuable  seconds  for  readying  the  torpedo  salvo. 

What  should  be  done?  A  decision  had  to  be  made.  In  view  of  the  situation,  the 
sonar  operator  should  have  been  removed  from  the  watch.  "But  if  we  relieve 
Mirauskas  of  his  duties  now,"  the  party  group  organizer  for  the  battle  shift  said, 
"he  will  lose  his  head  again  the  next  time  this  situation  occurs.  We  need  to 
persevere,  be  patient  and  help  the  sailor  achieve  proficiency." 

And  that  is  exactly  what  they  did.  His  more  experienced  colleagues  conducted 
several  drills  with  Mirauskas  and  showed  him  how  to  reinforce  on  his  own  the 
skills  he  already  had.  By  working  persistently  the  young  sonarman  caught  up 
extremely  rapidly  and  his  performance  of  hypothetical  tasks  began  to  be  used  as 
an  example. 

I  must  explain  that  close  attention  was  given  to  the  accelerated  development  of 
the  young  specialists  on  all  the  battle  shifts.  I  recall  many  typical  features  of 
the  organizational  work,  of  which  the  following  would  have  to  be  the  most 
noteworthy. 
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During  the  next  phase  of  the  cruise  the  activists  hung  up  a  poster  "Submariners, 
remember  that  the  water  is  very  deep  beneath  us  and  there  is  an  ice  field  over 
us!M  for  purposes  of  enhacing  vigilance  during  the  standing  of  watch  at  sea. 
Undoubtedly  this  reminder  had  an  overall  positive  effect  on  the  crew,  especially 
with  respect  to  absolute  adherence  to  operating  manuals,  immediate  and  exact  ful¬ 
fillment  of  orders  and  instructions.  On  a  tour  of  the  battle  stations,  however, 
officer  G.  Lapshin,  a  communist,  noticed  a  certain  constraint,  a  certain  cautious¬ 
ness  in  the  young  seamen.  He  shared  his  observations  with  the  political  worker 
and  the  activists. 

In  subsequent  talks  with  the  sailors  who  had  never  before  been  in  this  situation; 
it  was  learned  that  they  worried  about  how  the  submarine  would  surface,  should 
that  become  necessary.  From  the  psychological  standpoint  it  was  perfectly  under¬ 
standable  that  the  inexperienced  submariners  would  wonder  about  this.  Helping  the 
seamen  overcome  their  lack  of  confidence  and  making  them  thoroughly  aware  of  the 
reliability  of  the  equipment  which  they  were  servicing  was  another  matter.  There 
was  a  reason  why  at  the  end  of  that  very  day  the  seamen  heard  a  radio  newspaper 
broadcast  "Our  ship  is  the  pride  of  Soviet  science  and  technology."  They  were 
addressed  by  the  more  experienced  officers  whom  the  seamen  had  learned  to  trust. 
This  was  followed  by  an  entire  set  of  measures,  which  had  a  good  effect  upon  the 
psychological  state  of  the  young  sailors. 

We  need  to  give  due  credit  to  many  of  the  ship's  officers  and  party  activists  for 
their  pedagogical  skill.  They  more  than  once  proved  themselves  to  be  both  kind 
counselors  and  strict,  demanding  chiefs  for  the  sake  of  enhancing  the  ship’s 
combat  readiness,  thereby  confirming  the  fact  that  it  is  assured  through  the 
efforts  of  specific  people,  by  their  discipline,  close  interaction,  initiative 
and  creativity.  And  an  effort  was  made  for  every  individual.  This  was  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  literally  all  the  ship’s  subunits,  especially  in  the  electrical  and  engi¬ 
neering  division  under  the  command  of  officer  V.  Fedorov. 

The  study  of  the  individual  abilities  of  specific  submariners  and  the  ability  of 
the  organizers  to  turn  this  analytical  data  into  real  factors  for  enhancing  combat 
readiness  are  a  typical  feature  of  the  training  and  indoctrinational  process  in 
the  collective.  From  his  very  first  days  on  the  ship,  as  an  example,  young 
Seaman  M.  Bekturganov  proved  himself  to  be  an  exceptionally  industrious,  self- 
possessed  and  efficient  fighting  man.  Unfortunately,  he  did  not  know  the  Russian 
language  well  enough,  and  this  was  first  of  all  a  hindrance  to  his  mastery  of  the 
combat  equipment.  At  the  commander’s  advice.  Seaman  V.  Gribov  began  to  work  with 
Bekturganov  on  a  regular  basis.  Constantly  associating  with  each  other,  the 
sailors  developed  a  real  friendship.  In  the  process,  Gribov  not  only  helped  his 
comrade  advance  but  learned  a  great  deal  from  Bekturganov  as  well.  Upon  returning 
to  the  base  the  commander  sent  letters  of  gratitude  to  the  parents  of  the  sailors. 
One  can  easily  imagine  the  joy  which  S.  Bekturganov,  field  crop  expert  well  known 
in  the  nation  and  Hero  of  Socialist  Labor,  experienced  as  he  read  the  commander’s 
letter  about  how  his  son  had  become  an  outstanding  submariner  within  the  solid 
family  of  the  crew  on  a  nuclear-powered  missile  submarine.  This  example  is  also 
noteworthy  in  that  it  demonstrates  the  essence  of  national  relations  in  our  nation. 
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the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics,  the  60th  anniversary  of  which  is  being 
commemorated  by  the  crew  with  good  indicators  in  the  training. 

Warrant  officer  S.  Shleyev,  party  group  organizer  for  one  of  the  battle  shifts, 
once  said  in  a  discussion:  "It  is  important  to  motivate  the  men  not  only  to 
strive  for  the  irreproachable  standing  of  watch  at  sea.  We  need  also  to  make  them 
want  to  grow  morally*  and  this  means  all  round  growth.  Growth  in  which  the  value 
of  every  seaman/specialist  as  an  individual  constantly  increases."  The  most 
effective  means  of  influencing  those  around  us  in  this  respect  is  of  course  the 
personal  example  set  by  the  organizer  of  the  training  and  indoctrinational  pro¬ 
cess,  by  the  commander  himself. 

I  could  not  fail  to  say  that  Captain  1st  Rank  V.  Zhuravlev  was  on  top  of  his  situa¬ 
tion  during  all  the  phases  of  the  cruise.  His  self-possession,  purposiveness, 
physical  stamina  and  great  demandingness  of  himself  earned  him  great  respect  on 
the  part  of  the  crew.  The  commander  took  an  active  part  in  all  activities  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  cruise,  himself  initiating  them  more  often  than  not.  The  other 
officers  emulated  him  in  this  respect  as*  incidentally,  they  did  in  their  pro¬ 
fessional  improvement  effort  and  their  handling  of  their  functional  duties.  Their 
deeds  and  ideas  conformed  to  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  the  nuclear-powered  sub¬ 
marine’s  commander:  not  to  be  content  with  what. has  been  achieved,  to  acquire 
progressive  know-how  and  master  the  most  effective  work  methods.  This  creed  of 
the  commander’s  was  typically  most  strongly  manifested  in  the  performance  of 
Captain  Lieutenant  V.  Kolychev,  party  bureau  secretary.  Prior  to  one  of  the 
exercises,  he  made  calculations  and  demonstrated  the  possibility  of  executing 
torpedo  attacks  more  rapidly  and  with  greater  accuracy.  Several  suggestions  were 
then  made  by  the  other  officers. 

This  would  not  appear  to  be  especially  difficult  for  a  modern*  literate  and 
experienced  submariner.  He  did  some  figuring-,  thought  about  it — and  achieved  the 
result.  This  is  only  the  technical  aspect  of  the  matter,  however,  the  drive 
mechanism  of  which  is  a  high  level  of  spiritual  and  moral  at tunement  on  the  part 
of  the  crew  to  obtain  the  greatest  possible  results  from  the  work.  And  the  crew’s 
results  are  expressed  in  better-than-ever  training  indicators.  Personnel  of  the 
nuclear-powered  submarine  completed  the  long  cruise  and  the  training  year  as  a 
whole  by  exactly  fulfilling  and  in  a  number  of  respects,  exceeding  their  commit¬ 
ments  accepted  in  honor  of  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  USSR.  The  number  of 
combat  and  political  training  experts  on  the  ship  increased  by  12  percent.  This 
great  title  is  now  held  by  almost  three-quarters  of  the  crew  members.  Every 
third  submariner  has  mastered  a  related  specialty.  The  sailors  submitted  and 
adopted  1.5-fold  more  rationalization  proposals  than  called  for  by  the  plan,  and 
they  themselves  outfitted  tactical  and  special  training  classrooms. 

What  they  have  achieved  is  not  the  limit,  however.  On  a  new  training  cruise  the 
personnel  of  the  nuclear-powered  submarine  are  accomplishing  the  tasks  assigned 
them  with  even  greater  persistence  and  determination. 
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STRATEGIC  ROCKET  FORCES 


MISSILE  UNIT’S  COMBAT  AND  POLITICAL  TRAINING  DISCUSSED 

Moscow  KOMMUNIST  VOORUZHENNYKH  SIL  in  Russian  No  24,  Dec  82  (signed  to  press 
3  Dec  82)  pp  43-46 

[Article  by  Maj  V.  Podpruzhnikov,  unit  party  bureau  secretary:  "They  Are  the 
Soul  of  the  Collective"] 

[Text]  It  is  a  short  way  from  home  to  unit  headquarters*  I  can  stroll  there 
within  a  few  minutes.  Frequently,  however,  I  deliberately  lengthen  my  route. 

This  time  too,  I  skirt  the  rectangular  parade  ground  along  the  very  edge  of  the 
asphalt  and  enter  the  avenue  leading  to  the  training  building.  Framed  in  trees, 
in  the  spring  it  strikes  one  with  the  subtle  smells  of  awakening  buds,  in  the 
summer  it  covers  one  in  its  shade  and  in  the  fall  it  charms  with  a  unique  scene 
of  falling  leaves.  It  is  also  pleasant  to  walk  along  the  avenue  in  the  winter, 
over  snow,  crunchy  from  the  morning  cold. 

In  the  training  building  I  stop  at  a  new  display  devoted  to  the  right -flank 
participants  in  the  socialist  competition  in  honor  of  the  60th  anniversary  of 
the  USSR.  In  the  photographs  are  familiar  faces.  The  very  best  are  shown  in  the 
pictures.  Outstanding  officers,  warrant  officers,  sergeants  and  soldiers.  They 
tirelessly  enhance  their  combat  skill,  concern  themselves  with  improving  the 
training  process,  strengthen  discipline  and  take  an  active  part  in  all  the  collec¬ 
tive’s  affairs.  There  are  many  communists  among  those  whose  portraits  are  in  the 
display.  They  are  the  pride  of  the  unit.  All  the  personnel  try  to  measure  up 
to  them.  The  communists  are  the  leaders.  They  have  earned  this  moral  right  with 
their  personal  example  and  tireless  labor,  leading  the  struggle  to  enhance  combat 
readiness,  the  struggle  for  the  quality  and  effective  performance  of  the  combat 
and  political  training  tasks,  the  struggle  to  improve  job  skills  and  methods  and 
technical  military  knowledge. 

The  communists  have  become  the  heart  of  the  collective.  It  is  due  in  great  part 
to  them  that  the  personnel  of  our  missile  unit  achieve  good  indicators  in  the 
socialist  competition  in  honor  of  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the 
USSR.  The  unit  has  reaffirmed  its  excellent  rating  five  times.  A  total  of 
60  percent  of  the  combat  crews  have  achieved  the  excellent  rating  and  more  than 
30  percent  of  the  missilemen  are  masters  of  military  affairs. 
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As  I  look  at  the  display  my  glance  stops  at  the  picture  of  officer  V.  Shmyrev,  a 
communist.  He  is  the  commander  of  an  excellent  combat  crew  and  secretary  of  the 
party  organization  for  the  unit  headquarters.  He  has  established  a  reputation  as 
an  efficient  party  leader,  an  expert  on  the  equipment,  a  skillful  methods  expert 
and  a  real  master  of  military  affairs.  This  is  precisely  what  the  communists  had 
to  say  about  him  at  the  report-and-election  party  meeting.  I  remember  that  when 
Shmyrev  reported  at  a  meeting  of  the  party  bureau  on  his  experience  in  providing 
a  high  level  of  professional  training  for  his  subordinates,  many  new  and  interest¬ 
ing  things  were  noticed  in  his  work.  I  was  once  present  at  classes  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  with  simulation  equipment  during  preparations  for  beginning  alert  duty. 

My  notebook  still  contains  the  notes,  to  which  I  referred  when  I  prepared  for  a 
bureau  meeting. 

...The  hypothetical  problems  followed  one  after  another,  becoming  more  complicated, 
and  the  technical  and  tactical  tasks  were  changed,  but  the  precision  of  Shmyrev1 s 
work  remained  unchanged.  Only  the  drops  of  perspiration  on  his  face  indicated  the 
officer’s  tension.  He  does  not  permit  himself  to  relax  his  efforts  for  a  moment, 
however.  Following  his  example,  the  other  crew  members  performed  with  the  same 
competence  and  skill.  It  was  no  surprise  that  this  collective  won  first  place  in 

the  competitions  among  combat  crews  in  the  unit.  I  would  point  out  that  on  this 

crew  they  know  how  to  get  everything  possible  out  of  every  minute  of  training 
time,  they  intensify  the  classes  to  the  maximum  possible  degree  and  create  a 
certain  mood,  a  sort  of  special  inspiration,  in  the  men.  And  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  unit  commander  saw  this  as  the  main  factor  behind  the  success  of  Shmyrev’ s 
combat  crew,  which  took  first  place  in  the  competition. 

We  frequently  say  that  a  communist  is  not  concerned  with  just  his  own  personal 
contribution  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  combat . training  tasks.  He  is  also 
closely  concerned  about  the  way  his  comrades  serve,  how  they  perfect  their  own 
combat  skill  and  strengthen  discipline.  And  this  is  understandable.  A  CPSU 
member  strives  for  the  common  success,  and  this  success  depends  not  upon  him 

alone  but  upon  many,  many  co-workers.  I  was  thinking  about  all  this  as  I  looked 

at  Captain  S.  Stekol’nikov’s  picture  on  the  board.  He  was  deservedly  awarded  such 
an  honor.  This  communist  is  especially  outstanding  for  his  attraction  to  people, 
for  his  desire  to  be  in  the  midst  of  the  fighting  men,  to  experience  their  con¬ 
cerns,  to  help  them  in  all  matters  with  his  words  and  deeds.  Like  perhaps  no  one 
else,  he  knows  how  to  encourage  a  person,  to  say  the  very  words  which  the  indi¬ 
vidual  with  whom  he  is  talking  needs  to  hear.  He  certainly  found  just  the  right 
words  for  the  commander  of  an  adjacent  crew,  which  he  had  criticized  more  than 
once  for  not  organizing  classes  for  the  personnel  with  adequate  precision.  The 
personnel  praised  Stekol’nikov,  however,  and  called  for  the  others  to  emulate  him. 
Such  an  appeal  is  one  thing,  of  course,  but  not  every  individual  will  go  to  another 
for  knowledge.  One  might  say  —  I  too  know  a  few  things.  But  Stekol’nikov  took 
this  into  account,  went  to  his  colleague  and  explained  his  ideas  for  reducing  the 
time  required  to  meet  the  norms.  His  comrade  familiarized  himself  with  them  and 
applied  them  in  the  practical  training  of  his  subordinates. 

Or  take  the  following  example,  which  characterizes  the  merits  of  this  communist. 
Officer  A.  Romanychev  serves  in  the  unit.  At  one  time  he  was  reproached  more  than 
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once  for  omissions  in  the  work.  And  Romany chev  did  sometimes  appear  lethargic, 
and  it  was  necessaryto  give  him  a  nudge  every  now  and  then.  He  did  not  engage  in 
constant  quest  and  lacked  intensity  throughout  his  work.  The  slightest  thing 
would  go  wrong,  and  he  would  throw  up  his  hands.  Stekol’nikov  took  a  most  direct 
interest  in  how  his  comrade’s  service  was  developing.  He  began  carefully  scru¬ 
tinizing  Romanychev’s  training  sessions  with  the  equipment.  He  determined  the 
causes  of  the  failures  and  offered  to  help.  Together  the  officers  compiled  a 
specific  plan  of  independent  training  aimed  at  the  quality  mastery  of  the  func¬ 
tional  duties  and  calling  for  additional  training  sessions.  Success  did  not  come 
to  Romanychev  immediately.  The  final  result  was  gratifying,  however.  The  officer 
was  also  among  the  right-flank  participants.  Right  now  we  are  preparing  for  a 
party  bureau  meeting  at  which  we  shall  have  an  extensive  discussion,  based  on 
principle,  about  how  the  communist  is  not  only  accountable  for  his  own  deeds  and 
successes,  but  also  bears  moral  responsibility  for  the  deeds  and  successes  of 
those  around  him.  We  have  naturally  used  Shmyrev,  Stekol’nikov  and  certain  others 
of  our  communists  as  examples,  individuals  for  whom  the  collective’s  successes  are 
important,  whose  primary  concern  is  for  the  combat  readiness  of  the  entire  unit. 

I  would  add  the  following.  We  counted  on  precisely  such  comrades  as  Shmyrev, 
Stekol’nikov  and  many  other  communists  when  we  took  up  the  initiative  proposed  by 
personnel  of  the  unit  commanded  by  Colonel  I.  Shelestov — the  initiator  of  social¬ 
ist  competition  in  the  Strategic  Rocket  Forces.  We  counted  on  their  high  level  of 
political  awareness,  their  ability  to  take  on  the  most  difficult  job,  to  be  in  the 
main,  the  crucial  area,  to  demonstrate  their  initiative  in  all  matters  and  to 
worry  about  the  common  success. 

In  this  connection,  we  all  recall  a  party  meeting  held  at  the  beginning  of  the 
training  year.  At  the  meeting  there  was  a  discussion,  acute  and  based  on  prin¬ 
ciple,  about  the  communists’  role  and  place  with  respect  to  accomplishing  the 
combat  training  tasks,  improving  alert  duty  and  making  the  socialist  competition 
more  effective.  Many  people  took  the  floor  at  that  time  and  spoke  with  enthu¬ 
siasm.  They  spoke  of  those  reserves  which  we  need  to  jointly  bring  out  and  use 
to  improve  combat  readiness.  They  discussed,  among  other  things,  further  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  training  equipment.  The  communists  suggested  that  we  need  to  create 
simulators,  functioning  mock-ups  and  other  devices,  which  would  in  combination 
with  the  organic  trainers  simulate  with  great  precision  the  processes  occurring 
in  the  combat  equipment.  It  is  one  thing  to  make  a  proposal,  however,  and  another 
to  carry  it  out. 

The  communists  demonstrated  initiative.  A.  Lyashenko,  V.  Fedorov,  B.  Biryukov 
and  V.  Kulikov  set  about  the  job  with  enthusiasm.  They  gathered  creative  people 
around  them.  It  sounds  very  simple:  They  set  about  the  job,  gathered  people 
around  them.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  these  people  are  extremely 
busy  with  their  service  duties,  and  then  on  top  of  that — rationalization  work? 

They  sometimes  sacrifice  time  which  could  have  been  spent  within  the  family  circle, 
with  an  interesting  book.  Some  of  the  comrades  no  doubt  thought  approximately 
this:  "Why  do  they  need  to  do  this?  Just  extra  work."  How  could  it  be  otherwise, 

though?  After  all,  the  main  concern  of  CPSU  members  is  concern  for  the  nnit’s 


31 


combat  readiness*  And  the  mock-ups  and  various  types  of  simulators  and  other 
devices  which  they  created  were  very  helpful  in  accelerating  the  training  of  the 
specialists* 

We  missilemen  have  a  special  kind  of  service.  We  are  on  the  alert*  in  a  constant 
state  of  combat  readiness.  The  party,  the  homeland  and  all  the  Soviet  people  are 
counting  on  us.  We  are  entrusted  with  powerful  and  awesome  weapons  and  the  most 
modern  of  equipment,  which  embody  the  latest  scientific  achievements  and  incor¬ 
porate  the  inspired  labor  of  all  the  Soviet  people.  All  the  necessary  conditions 
have  been  created  for  us  so  that  we  can. fulfill  in  an  exemplary  manner  that 
responsible  mission  of  standing  guard  over  the  conquests  of  socialism.  As  we 
know,  however,  weapons  and  equipment  are  only  effective  and  powerful  when  they 
are  in  skillful  and  reliable  hands.  Every  missileman  is  well  aware  of  this.  For 
us  the  concept  of  vigilance  and  combat  readiness  is  specifically  expressed  in  our 
daily  combat  work,  in  the  standing  of  alert  duty,  in  that  good  state  of  morale 
which  is  based  on  communist  moral  fiber  and  conviction.  This  kind  of  morale 
helps  the  fighting  men  to. find  the  strength  to  overcome  any  difficulties  encoun¬ 
tered  in  the  military  service,  to  accomplish  the  assigned  tasks  without  fail.  The 
communists  play  a  most  direct  and  active  role  with  respect  to  making  the  person¬ 
nel  proud  to  serve  in  the  Strategic  Rocket  Forces,  enhancing  political  awareness 
and  vigilance. 

Officers  A.  Zatynin,  V.  Vetrov  and  A.  Tolstov  are  among  those  awarded  the  honor  of 
having  their  pictures  on  the  board,  among  the  best  personnel  of  the  unit.  They 
are  outstanding  specialists  and  active  communists.  Each  of  them  deserves  to  be 
discussed  separately.  No  undertaking  in  the  unit  could  take  place  without  their 
participation.  Evening  and  morning  discussions  devoted  to  special  subjects, 
lectures  on  the  subject  "In  the  Family  of  Fraternal  Republics,"  meetings  with 
veterans  of  the  Great  Patriotic  War,  debates....  We  could  not  list  all  of  the 
activities  which  are  arranged  and  conducted  at  the  initiative  of  CPSU  members  and 
candidate  members.  The  main  thing  is  that  every  activity  is  prepared  and  con¬ 
ducted  so  as  to  touch  the  strings  of  the  people’s  hearts.  The  idea  is  brought 
home  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  fighting  men  that  the  party,  the  entire  multi¬ 
national  Soviet  people  are  counting  upon  their  vigilance,  skill  and  great 
awareness. 

An  evening  of  discussion  devoted  to  the  fraternal  Ukraine,  for  example,  left  a 
deep  impression  in  the  hearts  of  the  fighting  men.  Book  and  photographic  displays 
were  set  up  in  the  club  vestibule,  which  described  the  republic’s  achievements  in 
industry,  agriculture,  science  and  culture  during  the  years  of  Soviet  power. 

Short  documentary  films  acquainted  the  participants  with  outstanding  production 
workers,  industrial  enterprises,  kolkhozes  and  sovkhozes,  construction  projects. 
The  sounds  of  songs  by  Ukrainian  composers  came  from  the  stage.  And  naturally, 
the  participants  remembered  the  talk  by  Junior  Sergeant  B.  Dolishniy,  who  had 
recently  spent  a  short  leave  in  his  native  parts,  and  his  impressive  account  of 
the  joyous  changes  which  have  occurred  there.  Dolishniy  then  read  a  letter  to  the 
fighting  men  from  members  of  the  brigade  of  which  his  father,  Vasiliy  Pavlovich, 
is  in  charge.  Dolishniy’ s  oldest  brother  also  works  there.  Bogdan  as  well  dreams 
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of  entering  that  brigade  after  his  service  is  completed*  The  brigade  considerably 
exceeds  the  drilling  plan  and  leads  in  the  socialist  competition  for  a  fitting 
reception  for  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  USSR*  "The  knowledge  that  our  peaceful 
labor  is  under  your  reliable  protection, "  members  of  the  brigade  wrote  to  the 
fighting  men,  "increases  our  strength  10-fold. tr 

The  missilemen  are  especially  acutely  aware  of  the  faith  shown  in  them  by  the 
party  and  the  people  during  those  solemn  minutes  before  going  on  alert  duty.  Next 
to  each  other  in  neat  formation  stand  members  of  the  country’s  various  nations 
and  nationalities,  fighting  men  drafted  from  various  parts  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

How  exciting  the  sound  of  the  words:  "Assume  active  duty  to  protect  our 

Motherland!" 

When  I  attend  such  formal  ceremonies,  I  look  into  the  faces  of  the  men  frozen  in 
formation.  The  formation  is  solid.  It  is  cemented  together  by  the  communists, 
people  with  high  ideological  conditioning,  courageous  in  duty. 

Right  now  on  the  eve  of  a  glorious  anniversary,  the  communists  are  summing  up  what 
has  been  done,  what  has  been  completed,  assessing  their  personal  contribution  to 
the  task  of  enhancing  combat  readines  in  the  quality  and  effectiveness  of  the 
training  process,  demandingly  and  self-critically ,  and  analyzing  the  manner  in 
which  every  party  member  and  candidate  member  participates  in  the  political- 
indoctrinational  work,  determining  whether  he  is  in  fact  an  active  fighter.  We 
realize  that  our  present  successes  are  no  grounds  for  complacency  and  self- 
satisfaction.  It  is  not  one  of  our  rules  to  content  ourselves  with  results  once 
achieved.  The  unit  communists  seek  reserves  for  further  growth  and  are  filled 
with  resolve  to  reach  higher  levels  in  the  combat  training  and  socialist  competi¬ 
tion  in  the  new  training  year.  There  is  no  greater  honor  for  them  today  than  to 
greet  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  USSR  with  remarkable  achievements  in  the  enhance¬ 
ment  of  combat  readiness  and  the  strengthening  of  discipline  and  regulation  order. 
As  Comrade  Yu.  V.  Andropov  stated  in  his  speech  at  the  November  1982  Plenum  of  the 
CPSU  Central  Committee,  the  aggressive  intrigues  of  imperialism  are  forcing  us, 
together  with  the  fraternal  socialist  states,  to  concern  ourselves,  and  to  concern 
ourselves  seriously,  with  maintaining  our  defense  capability  at  the  proper  level. 

It  follows  from  this  that  we  need  to  work  constantly,  with  a  sense  of  exceptional 
responsibility,  taking  the  growing  requirements  into  account,  to  perfect  our 
combat  readiness. 

This  is  exactly  how  the  personnel  of  our  unit  understand  their  tasks.  They  are 
giving  their  strength,  energy,  knowledge,  their  military  work,  to  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  these  tasks. 
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